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the crowd is usually in awe as most
of the trainees, be them toddlers
or young adults, show their skills
on stage.
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to bring good music in the Central
Park of the city.
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2015
The year of the young
H

ere we are, at the fourth installment of the
remarkable density in comparison to other locations in the
Transilvania Outlook publication, in which we want
country, where creativity and ingenuity have multi-plan
bring forward the beauty and functionality of our
valences.
region. This time, we focus on youth, given that 2015 is the
The city was recently labeled as one of the most
year when Cluj – Napoca is the European Youth capital.
welcoming and tolerant cities vis-à-vis foreigners in Europe.
This implies an attitude and a series of activities dedicated
An important role was played by local authorities, whose
to youth, especially in the cultural,
attitude was autonomous of
educational, social, entrepreneurial, and
the central one. The result is
even the political field.
that here many of the young
The European Youth Capital is a
entrepreneurs’ projects become
title that is granted to a European city
reality while both inside and
Multiculturalism is not new to us,
for a period of one year. The leitmotif
outside the city large European
is SHARE, which is also the name
and multinational corporations
but the European Youth Capital
of the organization coordinating the
have established factories,
status comes as a confirmation of its
activities, events, and factors included.
research and support centers,
In this edition, we wish to share with
commending workforce quality
existence”, Octavian Gagiu
the readers Cluj – Napoca, the city that
and the support received from
is home to successful entrepreneurs,
local authorities in comparison
champions, artists, inventors, and
to that of the politics of the
talents that have a common bond: they are Young. Even those
ephemeral central government as they were offered stability,
who have passed the age to be considered young have started
trust, and most of all, the feeling that they are at home.
they success stories when they were fresh talents here, in this
The youth of Cluj – Napoca is well-trained, most of
city.
the population being at least bilingual, but the high level of
Cluj – Napoca is the place where stories of great
education is not resumed to this feature. The educational field
achievement are not scarce, it is a place where culture is of
is notably developed even in regard to institutions lower than

“
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universities, offering quality education for nationals of other
countries as well. International schools that offer instruction
in languages other than Romanian give a welcoming feeling
to the children of those who chose the city as their second
home. Last but not least, the records of complementary
national examinations show that in 2014, Cluj was placed
second in the country.
Multiculturalism is not new to us, but the European
Youth Capital status comes as a confirmation of its existence.
The eleven universities established here, be they old or new,
instructed foreign students even before democracy was
installed. The main universities have established exchange
programs from a long time ago. Some of said students have
decided to stay here permanently while still praising in their
home countries the uniqueness and hospitality of the city.
Currently, 100 000 students are being trained in Cluj –
Napoca, the courses being delivered in various languages.
Alongside Hungarian and German minorities, here
one can find Dutchmen, Italians, French, Koreans, British,
and other nationalities. These communities have their own
cultural centers which contribute to the development of the
city and the opportunities it offers.
Creativity and youth development have found a favorable
location for growth here, in the heart of Transylvania, and
in this edition we want to share a small part of it. Art and
culture are at home, as the city hosts a large variety of events
such as film, music, and culinary festivals. It is a bustling
city whose population is largely young. An example of urban
culture promotion is given through the Urban Culture
Center article, in which we describe how an old casino
monument was reinvented as a place that youth and culture
can access. Furthermore, a project for creative industries
center is being developed to help young entrepreneurs from
the audio-video field will let their creativity loose. Also in this
edition, we bring forward the history of the first 3D and 4k
documentary, created by a young team that aim to publish

the natural beauties of the county using modern technology,
as well as other entrepreneurial success stories from various
fields.
For young entrepreneurs and their growth, local
authorities provide support by aiding projects such as
business incubators, one of these being Cluj Hub, presented
in this installment. In previous numbers we also brought
forward Cluj universities, therefore this time we will focus
on the one that trains young talent in the field of agriculture
and alimentation sciences, university that contributes
to educational and research exchanges as well as future
entrepreneurs, some of which begin their journey even before
graduation. Also in this edition, we tell the story of a local
television station, built by young journalists, whose viewer
range exceeded local borders.
The young generation has made itself noticed even
among the city’s administration, which is why we decided
to also present some of the magistrates that make sure the
city’s events reach the standards of a European one. The
citizens’ and administration’s ambition is focused on winning
the title of European Culture Capital in 2021, the main act
of this project coming under the Cluj European Cultural
Capital 2021 Association. The purpose of this project is
the intensification of exchanges and collaborations well as
infrastructure development and opportunity creation for the
evolution of the city.
We proudly join the efforts to support these activities by
generating and supporting cultural, educational, and sport
exchanges, as well as standing behind young entrepreneurs
and their endeavors, as this edition of Transilvania OutlooK
is also put together by young individuals with a lot of passion
that are proud to share the young spirit of Cluj – Napoca
with all our readers.
Respectfully,
Octavian Gagiu, Editor-in-Chief
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The clerks
of entertainment
Written by Alexandra Pacurar
Photography Radu Padurean

Successful Public
Investments in Cluj –
The Urban Culture Center
Written by Alexandra Pacurar

A

fter 30 years in ruins, the historical building in
Central Park came back to life thanks to a project
implemented by the municipality of Cluj-Napoca
and funded by the European Union. Now, the park and The
Casino – Urban Culture Center host more than a hundred
public events throughout the year, many of which are related
to the city’s cultural aspirations.
On May 25th 2012, Central Park and the Casino in Cluj
were opened again to the public after an investment of almost
four million Euros in infrastructure was made. The alleys,
benches, fountains, water channels, everything was redone
and replaced. The central piece of the project was the old
building of the first casino in Cluj. Built in the first part of the
19th century, it was modified during the Communist era and
closed down right before the fall of the regime. For almost
three decades, there was absolutely no use of the building but
in 2011, the local authorities in Cluj decided to restore it and
include it in the cultural circuit of the city.
Initially, before there was any plan of reshaping the Central
Park using European funds, the municipality in Cluj-Napoca
planned to transform the building into a concert hall for the
Philharmonic. However, this initiative was quickly dropped
as it required cutting down a few of the trees in the area,
which. Generated several protests organized by environment
activists. Things went a little smoother with the new plans,
and in 2011, work started at the park and the Casino. Several
artists took part in the meticulous restoration process of all
the decorations inside, especially the ones located on the
ceiling.

Architects and specialists were consulted in order to
combine the traditional style of the Casino with modern
elements such as glass or an original lighting system. The
lateral parts of the building were changed to match the initial
project and the garden in front was set up to meet all the
expectations of event planners.
Now, two years after their inauguration, the Central
Park and the Casino were awarded a prize by the famous
travel website Trip Advisor, for being an excellent touris
destination. The location earned its title. Several festivals
in Cluj are linked to these spaces and Jazz in the Park was
created especially for this place. The Casino, however, is also
the perfect place for conferences, trainings, cultural events,
and exhibitions throughout the entire year. Many ceremonies
take place inside the Urban Culture Center which gained
a special status in the city. The entire restoration work was
coordinated by Ovidiu Câmpean, project manager at the
City Hall of Cluj-Napoca. He says that it was not easy to
meet the objective he set for himself and the community of
Cluj.
“I believe the major challenge was to make the citizens
of Cluj understand that even though there was a little bit, or
maybe a little bit more, of a mess in Central Park during the
existence of the construction site, all the work that was done
was absolutely necessary”, he says. Now, in 2014, Ovidiu
Câmpean sees the management of the Casino as a successful
one and wishes to apply the same rules for the Polyvalent
Hall in Cluj, which will be inaugurated in October with a
James Blunt concert.
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“

We are privileged to live in the most
dynamic city of Romania after the
capital. The cultural life of Cluj-Napoca is
constantly developing and the multitude
of events offers a wide range of options” ,
Irina Katona
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T

he year 2014 is all about the active employees of
What is currently your role, in the department you are
the public system in Cluj. For them, these months
working for?
preceding the European Capital of Youth is a test, both
Irina: Along with my colleagues I am responsible for
personally, and as a team, working together at the Public Events
planning, implementing and monitoring public events
Department at the Cluj-Napoca
organized by the City Hall. The
City Hall. This office is in charge
major annual events are: Cluj
with planning and organizing all the
Days, Summer Nights in Cluj, The
concerts, festivals, conferences, or
Christmas Fair, 10 for Cluj, The
any other type of events dedicated
National Day, and New Year’s Eve.
I believe that my biggest challenge
to the people of the city.
Dan: Currently I am the interim
This young team spares no
head of office, and together with
was also my highest achievement
effort in making sure that all things
Calin Forna - the deputy manager
so far: being part of the
progress according to plan and
and my other colleagues in the office
that everyone involved (partners,
organizing team of Cluj Days 2011.
we manage all the events organized
sponsors, the public etc.) is happy
by the City Hall or the ones where
It
was
a
lot
of
responsibility
but
at
the
with the outcome. In recent
the institutions acts as a partener.
same time it offered satisfaction
years, there have been a lot of
What is your favorite part of the
opportunities for them to learn
and it was good opportunity to get to
working day?
new things and face new challenges,
know the public and its tastes” ,
all as a training for next year and
Irina: Usually, during an event,
maybe 2021, when Cluj-Napoca
Irina Katona
the afternoons are the busiest ones
aspires to become the European
but also the most interesting part of
Capital of Culture.
the day. The most tense moments
Irina Katona and Dan Macovei are two of the office’s
are the ones leading up to the start of the event, but after
employees that work together in the Public Events
the opening hour, when the audience responds with a positive
Departament. Both of them shared with us their story
attitude and the infrastructure details are set, most worries are
and their thoughts on what makes them want to be great
gone.
professionals.
Dan: Within our office, dynamic is the best word to
describe
our everyday work. So, I could say that I enjoy all
How long have you been working at the City Hall and at
that I must do for event planning.
what department did you start in?
What is your biggest achievement so far? What about your
Irina: I have been working at the City Hall for the last
biggest challenge?
three and a half years and I have started my activity here, at
the Public Events office.
Irina: I believe that my biggest challenge was also my
Dan: I have been working for the City Hall from 2009
highest achievement so far: being part of the organizing team
and I started work at the Nursery Center as a counselor in
of Cluj Days 2011. As it was the first edition, we tried to
their Administrative and Public Acquisition Service. Starting
establish a high standard, but we also attempted to please a
from August 2010, I began my activity at the Public Events
wide range of public. It was a lot of responsibility but at the
Department.
same time it offered satisfaction and it was good opportunity
to get to know the public and its tastes.
Dan: Cluj Days represents for me, and I believe that for my
other colleagues as well, a challenge, but also an achievement,
each year. Considering the insufficient staff that we have for
orchestrating such an event, I can safely say that Cluj Days
really is an achievement. Ever since I started work at the
Public Events Office up until today, the biggest challenge I
had was that of boosting the quality and professionalism level
of the events that we organize to the standard imposed by the
best in the cultural field.

“

Dan: The audience in Cluj is demanding enough. I say this
because even at the events organized by the private sector or
important cultural institutions, it is very difficult for them to
bring out the number of spectators that they initially estimate.
Taking into account that at the events that we plan there is
no admission fee, we are pleased to say that we have a large
number of spectators, but for this we try to offer all kinds of
concerts, with various types of music (classic, folk, pop), but
also theater and dancing shows, to satisfy as many as we can.
How do you think the city has evolved in recent years when
it comes to public events?
Irina: In the last 3-4 years we have witnessed an amazing
growth of festivals, cultural and public events. This is an effect
of the ambition to become European Capital of Culture and
the title that we already won: European Youth Capital in
2015.
Festivals are important and they provide advantages
in terms of education and business development, but this
approach must be closely observed in order to determine the
best tools to achieve the greatest benefits for citizens.
Dan: The number of public events has increased
considerably in the last few years, but I cannot say the same of
the quality of these events. There are a few festivals or events
that are a benchmark in this area, in my opinion. I would
name here TIFF, the biggest festival in Transylvania, which
has its 11th edition this year or PhotoRomania, a festival that
is expanding from one year to another. Also, Jazz în the Park
is a new event that was very successful with the audience in
Cluj. We, the City Hall, have also tried to come up with a
new concept during the summer, so we created Cluj Summer
Nights. This mini-festival is meant to promote young talents
from Cluj-Napoca or from other places in the region. With
this event, we managed to prove that the people in Cluj are
also active during the summer.
Do you have a personal goal you want to reach when it
comes to your activity?
Irina: I would like to remain involved in the public events
field and support as much as possible the local artists.
Dan: I would really like it if, in the near future, we were
able to help plan the concert for a famous international artist.
This could be possible by teaming up with a private company.

initiatives of event organizers and cultural institutions and
even more, it should provide the infrastructure by investing
in public performance spaces around the city.
Dan: The most important role of the public sector in the
field of event planning is ensuring the necessary infrastructure
for this. In my opinion, if you manage to offer a strong
and high quality infrastructure for event planners, they
will be more involved in developing this sector. Regarding
the initiative for organizing an event, this should definitely
belong to the private sector. The public system should act
only for support, for the private entrepreneurs.

How do you see the people living in Cluj as an audience for
these events? What do they like, what don’t they like? Are
they hard to please?
Irina: We are privileged to live in the most dynamic city
of Romania after the capital. The cultural life of Cluj-Napoca
is constantly developing and the multitude of events offers a
wide range of options. The expectations of the community
are growing along with the desire for quality events and good
organization. We are lucky to live in an educated society and
a vibrant student community with high expectations in terms
of the cultural life of the city.

How do you think next year will be for Cluj – European
Youth Capital?
Should the municipality get involved in as many events as
possible or just select the ones that bring the City Hall most
Irina: Dynamic, challenging, exciting, busy, educational,
visibility?
and youthful.
Dan: Next year is very important for Cluj-Napoca given
Irina: As a public institution, the City Hall is bound
the fact that we are the only city
to authorize all the public events
in Europe that has the title for
that don’t contravene the law.
European Youth Capital. It will
The quality of these events is
definitely be a busy year and
determined and criticized by the
most definitely there will be an
public. The main goal of the City
avalanche of events dedicated to
Hall is organizing and supporting
Next
year
is
very
important
young people and to students,
events for and with the citizens in
for Cluj-Napoca given the
alongside the other traditional
order to develop the cultural and
festivals. We hope that, all this
social life of the community.
fact that we are the only city in Europe
considered, we will make an
Dan: The municipality will
that has the title for European Youth
important step towards the
definitely support in the future
European Capital of Culture title
all the projects that are considered
Capital. It will definitely be a busy year
for 2021.
most important and most
and most definitely there will be an
prestigious.
What do you think is the role
avalanche of events dedicated to young
of the public sector in creating
What are the projects you want
people and to students, alongside the
events for the citizens? Do you
to see implemented or finalized
think most of the initiatives
in the next few years? Why these?
other traditional festivals” ,
should come from the private or
Dan: For winning the title of
Dan Macovei
the public sector?
European Capital of Culture in
Irina: One thing I noticed
2021 I wish we, as a municipality,
since I have been working in this field, is that there are multiple
had a meaningful contribution through the events that we
professional event organizers with creativity and vision. In my
plan, but also through the support that we give for other
opinion, the public sector, the City Hall, should support the
happenings.
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What must you take into consideration first when
organizing a public event in Cluj-Napoca?
Irina: Two principles are the constant elements in the
balance of an event: fulfilling the community needs and
the cultural education of the society. When these two main
ingredients collide, we get the perfect outcome. When on top
of that we pour some passion, our expectations are met and
the result enriches the delight of the community.
Dan: First of all, you must check if you have the necessary
infrastructure for planning an event, regardless of its character.

“

Cover Story

Cover Story

Cluj is the European
Capital of Youth
Share the Experience
Written by Alexandra Pacurar
Photography Radu Padurean

“

I want to build something longlasting,
something for the next generation.
I want to create a strong NGO community
and a culture for future such collaborations”,
Vlad Pop, president of the Share Federation
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added, including Cluj Days or the Christmas Fair and the
numerous festivals.
Just like everyone involved in this program, Vlad Pop
established his own personal goal for 2015. “I want to build
something longlasting, something for the next generation. I want
to create a strong NGO community and a culture for future such
collaborations”, he says.
Although it happens often that people mistake the
European Youth Capital with the European Capital of
Culture, these are two different concepts. 2015 will be a
useful test and an opportunity to make a thorough analysis
for 2021. Starting from the program and the community’s
response, it is all a great way to prepare for 2016, the year of
Cluj-Napoca’s first evaluation for the 2021 candidacy. If most
of the events or projects planned for 2015 will continue in
the following years, the city only has a lot to gain.

Let’s talk money

Photography © Dragos Bogdan

C

luj-Napoca is the second city in Romania to be
But support does not come only from a local level. The
granted a European title, after Sibiu became Capital
European Youth Forum and the entire network of ex-Youth
of Culture in 2007. The city will be the European
Capitals are all engaged in the project for Cluj by offering
Capital of Youth in 2015. The local authorities, the NGOs,
consultancy, logistics and solutions.
the private sector, and the citizens will all work together for
In this process, an important part is played by the City Hall,
this ambitious achievement. Anna Horvath, deputy mayor
the official keeper of this title. Deputy mayor Anna Horvath
of Cluj, Vlad Pop, president of the Share Federation, and
says that the institution’s role is to coordinate and facilitate,
Ovidiu Câmpean, project manager at the City Hall, will walk
plan and establish the priorities and objectives together
us through this story.
with the youth organizations in the SHARE federation and
This year is all about hard work and preparation for
the citizens. “The most important objective for us in 2015 is
Cluj 2015. As Vlad Pop explains, the most important thing
to make sure we make a good impression with our programs,
at the moment is strengthening
events, and our warm personalities
the organizational capacity,
for all the European visitors who
the structure, signing all the
will be coming to Cluj. We want to
necessary partnerships for all the
transform them into the biggest and
We
want
to
find
15.000
people
programs and projects and, of
most authentic diplomatic corps to
who think that Cluj is really Worth
course, the communication and
promote our interests and strengthen
promotion of the projects at a
our reputation worldwide”, thinks
It and want to join us in the Cluj family”,
local/national/European level.
Anna Horvath.
says Anna Horvath,
This is a long-term project
which involves a lot of factors
Deputy Mayor of Cluj
The explosion of events
working together: The City
The most important events
Hall, the County Council,
of
2015 actually start in 2014
the Government, and two
with the European Youth Forum’s
enormous private companies,
general assembly. This means that about 300 young leaders
Nestle and Microsoft, to name a few. Together with all
of national youth organizations from 29 countries will come
the financial support for the programs planned for 2015,
to Cluj between the 19th and 23rd of November. Next is
infrastructure, lobby-ing, the publicity, and the support
the count down on New Year’s Eve as a mark of entering
from the community are all important aspects. The public
2015, the year of over1.500 events prepared for the city –
authorities, the universities, the media, the NGOs, and the
international conferences, festivals, trainings, the Volunteers’
locals are essential factors in this equation which needs to
Academy, programs for tourism and the environment,
have a positive result.
summer schools, or debates. All these are meant to create a
“We are an open source-type of project. Anyone who wishes to
boost in the city’s agenda that will have positive effects even
get involved as a volunteer, a member of the team and contribute
in the following years.
with ideas for the program is more than welcome to do so”, Vlad
To all this, the usual annual event program in Cluj is
says.

“
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An important aspect regarding this title is the financial
plan for the cultural projects and events planned for next
year. The City Hall, as an administrator of the public local
budget, has an important say in this. The institution is open
to new proposals concerning this section. First of all, they
agreed to develop a participatory budget for the young people
who want to organize certain activities next year but are not
part of a formal group. The initiative is acknowledged and is
financed by The Norwegian Funds (The NGO Fund of the
Financing Mechanism for the European Economic Space).
Cluj 2015 is a great opportunity to test such mechanisms
and follow the European trends in this department. Usually,
every year, about half a million Euro are granted for cultural
events in Cluj, but hopefully, this will change next year and
gradually increase up to 2021. Another useful approach would
be creating an efficient selection system for the objectives that
will be financed with public funds.

Photography © Radu Padurean - Anna Horvath

The road to 2021: From Capital of Youth
to Capital of Culture
The year 2015 is very important for the development of
Cluj-Napoca’s run for its next European title in 2021. Until
then, there are several objectives which need to be completed.
According to the regulatory document for the competition,
Cluj must:
• have an on-going cultural strategy at the time of the
official deposition of the candidacy (including sustainable
cultural activities which could go on even after the year 2021)
• prove an increased capacity of producing results in the
cultural sector (including the necessary infrastructure and
logistic)
• develop a high-quality cultural and artistic program for
2021 involving also the local artists and cultural organisations
• demonstrate the European dimension of the program,
through high-quality promotional activities for cultural
diversities in Europe
• consider involving the inhabitants and the civil society in
the process of preparing the candidacy and implementing the
program, create a high number of opportunities for citizens,
especially the youth, the under-privileged, and minorities to
assist and take part in cultural activities
• show a great capacity to administrate the budget for
the project
It is truly a challenge for the local authorities to manage to
create the necessary mobilization at a local and regional level,
including all the social categories.
So far, Cluj-Napoca has gained a series of advantages
compared to other Romanian cities in the competition. For
example, it’s the first city in the country where all the political
parties have assumed the candidacy for the title of European

Photography © Radu Padurean - Vlad Pop
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Cluj Days
The Celebration of the City
Written by Alexandra Pacurar
Photography Radu Padurean

Photography © Radu Padurean

Capital of Culture as a priority and engaged in supporting
the project, on a national and an international level, within
the European political groups.
We must show Europe that through this project we will
manage to bring down the walls of the past and bring a real
change in the lives of the people in the region, explains Anna
Horvath.

The challenge: getting the people involved

The local officials in Cluj think that the private business
sector will want to get involved in the project because of
the benefits that a European title brings. Studies show that
a European Capital of Culture program brought a 12%
increase in tourism; for example, for Lille 2004, each Euro
spent for the project resulted in 10 Euros earned.
Probably, the biggest challenge will be involving the
The infrastructure. Building the Capital
citizens. This is a process started this year in preparation for
One of the most important aspects in this process
Cluj 2015, so that people get used to it by 2021. For example,
of candidacy is showing that the city can actually host
in May, the project Cluj Is Worth It was launched planing to
important cultural events. Therefore, using the European
collect 15.000 messages of support for the candidacy from
financing programs, the authorities in Cluj started to work
the inhabitants of the city and from the visitors until October.
on the Regional Center for Excellence in Creative Industries,
“We want to find 15.000 people who think that Cluj is really
the TEAM Center for business support and several other
Worth It and want to join us in the
projects for transport, roads,
Cluj family”, says Anna Horvath,
social housing, medical and
Deputy Mayor of Cluj.
educational institutions. The
first is a unique structure in
So far, Cluj is doing great
We are an open source-type of project.
Romania which will offer
compared to its main competitors
artists, film makers, architects,
Anyone who wishes to get involved
– Iaşi and Timişoara. “The
and many more the opportunity
candidacy concept was developed
as a volunteer, a member of the team
to create, research and teach
and the competition for Cluj’s
and contribute with ideas for the program
others in this one of a kind
visual identity was launched. The
project. Movie production will
is more than welcome to do so”,
Cluj-Napoca 2021 Association,
once again be possible in Cluj,
which also includes the City Hall,
Vlad
Pop
Transylvania, a region with
constantly has meetings and focus
an interesting history in this
groups for developing the program,
domain.
the monitoring and evaluation
Besides the European projects, there are others, sponsored
system
or
the
financial
strategies”,
says Ovidiu Câmpean,
by the local budget, such as the new Polyvalent Hall. The
project
manager
for
several
major
projects
in the city.
Hall itself is a 20 million Euro investment which will put
The European Capital of Culture program dates back
Cluj on the international map for artists planning tours and
from 1983. The first such capital was Athens. The project
concerts.With over 7.000 seats, it will be the biggest of its
of the Youth Capital is more recent. In 2015, Cluj-Napoca
kind in the region and it will host cultural events, concerts,
will be the seventh capital, after cities like Torino, Braga,
and any indoor sports you can think of. The construction will
Rotterdam, Maribor or Salonic. Let’s hope Cluj’s example
be finished this year and in October, a James Blunt concert is
scheduled for the inauguration.
will be remembered as the most successful one

“
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It has always been a
challenge to make an event
happen, to turn it into
reality.

The taste of Cluj

he fourth edition of Cluj Days - shows were canceled and one of the reasons A night at the Opera
the celebration of the city and its was that the municipality’s partners were
One of the most successful events
inhabitants, its students and tourists not professional enough or the situations in
- was probably the best. The weather was the field were not managed very well, but this year, just like in past editions, was
great, the activities were fun and numerous also because on some occasions there was the show held by the two operas in Cluj,
merged into one. Only this time, there
and, most importantly, the people finally nobody in attendance.
understood their role in this picture:
This year, the Cluj Days festival was a was a little more to it. Three great artists
participating and enjoying the shows held mix of successful past events that continued got up on the stage to entertain the crowd
in public spaces. For once, they managed to on to the next editions, new and interesting (crowd, indeed). Even though, one might
own the city.
happenings linked to the European Youth not think that the opera can gather a
It seemed that even the drivers were a Capital title that Cluj has received for 2015 crowd, people actually took advantage of
the fact that there is a concert right in the
little more relaxed this year when the City
middle of the city, Unirii Square,
Hall announced that there will be
and stopped to take part in at
traffic restrictions, throughout
what was, at that moment, the
the week, for the celebrations.
most interesting and most alive
There were hundreds of events
performance in Cluj. Therefore,
and things to do, see, and taste
I like to believe that we are evolving each
on a Saturday evening, at the
in just one week. It was obvious
year. The festival is still “young”,
Romanian National Opera in
that the team from the City
Cluj and the Hungarian National
Hall learned a lot from the
we just closed the fourth edition. We try
Opera in Cluj, Vlad Mirita,
past years’ editions. They knew
to understand the audience and its needs
Iordache Basalic, and Marcel
exactly where to put more effort
and this year we managed to fulfill some of Pavel managed to keep hundreds
and what to take out of the
people in front of the stage,
program. “I like to believe that
them: interaction with the public, diversity of
which was placed right in the city
we are evolving each year. The
in all activities, street art and animation”,
center. The best part about it was
festival is still “young”, we just
that with this occasion, people
closed the fourth edition. We try to
says Irina Katona, in charge of the
who usually do not take part in
understand the audience and its
Public Events Department at the
public events came out and really
needs and this year we managed
Cluj-Napoca City Hall
enjoyed the show and savored
to fulfill some of them: interaction
every note.
with the public, diversity in
But it wasn’t all about the
all activities, street art and
musical events in Unirii Square.
animation”, says Irina Katona,
in charge of the Public Events Department spiced with various gigs from young, local Local artists from Cluj that got up on
at the Cluj-Napoca City Hall. She has been talents. The fact that while walking down the stage in Museum’s Square also made
part of the planning team ever since the the street on a Monday morning, you could a great impression on the audience. „I’m
have been greeted by a smiling mime with particularly proud of the concerts held in the
beginning.
It has always been a challenge to make a rose makes all the difference in the world, Museum’s Square, my favorite place, where
an event happen, to turn it into reality. Not right? Actually, Cluj Days gave people a astonishing local artists gave some amazing
once were the expectations high, but the chance to really enjoy the liveliness of the performances and interacted with the public
practical involvement almost inexistent. At city and assimilate it into their everyday who felt and lived each moment”, Irina
the first edition, in 2011, many events and lives.
explains.

We talked about music and brilliant
performances, but we saved the best for
last. When it comes to food, this year it was
South Korea’s turn to impress. A delegation
from Suwon and one from the South
Korean embassy in Romania came out to
Cluj to get involved in several events that
attracted significant crowds. Dynamic is the
word to describe all that was happening in
Museum’s Square in Cluj. Children could
learn more about martial arts from SouthKorean experts, while local cooks learned
more gastronomical secrets from Asian
chefs. All of them were granted an honorary
award from the municipality of Cluj. But
let’s talk more about the food. The foreign
delegation from Suwon thought that it
would be nice if they cooked an enormous
japchae dish, a South-Korean specialty, of
course, made of sweet potato noodles, lots
of vegetables, spices, and beef. The quantity
was enough to serve 2.000 people. It took
days just to prepare the ingredients, but in
the end it was all worth it. The final product
looked impressive and tasted even better.
However, the South-Korean Story does
not end here. After all that eating, it was
time for some dancing. A traditional dance
ensemble from Romania prepared a special
gig for the guests that flew thousands of
miles just to take part in the festivities
held in Cluj. It was a dance inspired from
the South-Korean culture, involving fans,
costumes and a particular type of makeup. If dancing didn’t to the trick for an
action loving persona, then the taekwondo
demonstrations definitely did. Only this
was not something that the martial experts
from abroad were in charge of, it was the
security officers in Cluj that demonstrated
they had the right skills. Still, there was
some South-Korean expertise involved
after all. All of them trained with martial
arts expert Jeon Jae-Jun, who came all the
way from his native country to specialize
the officers in a type of battle characterized
through high leg kicks. This was a premiere
in Cluj.
The total budget for the events
organized in Cluj this year was close to
170.000 euros, but what made the event
truly successful was the personal investment
and dedication of all those involved, which
attracted thousands of people. It was miles
away from the first year of the celebration.
The fact that the events in the festive week
have a multicultural dimension, involving
the foreign communities in Cluj and the
cities related to Cluj from all over the world
makes it all the more interesting to wait for
next year’s edition.
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Colours of Cluj
2014
Written by Georgiana Babtan
Photography Dragos Bogdan

W

hen summer has already passed its middle point,
most students have gone back to their hometowns,
the main summer festivals also passed, and Cluj –
Napoca gets quiet, hot, and is at risk of getting caught in
a boring and eventless daily existence. Well, this is exactly
the reason why, last year, FUCA (Film and Urban Culture
Association) in partnership with Shift – Transilvania Art
Group decided to step up and take upon themselves to
rejuvenate the city in this period, when apparently not much
is going on, by creating another event, entitled „Colours
of Cluj”, a project which aims to bring colour to the city
through various interactive and entertaining activities which
aim to actively involve the citizens. It appears to have been a
great success with over 15.000 participants at the first edition,
and this year they’ve returned with even more ambitious goals
and over forty events to fill up the three-day period between
August 8th and 10th, when the festival took place.
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They were careful to create a large and even a contest between Romanian and umbrellas and hanging them on strings
spectrum of activities that could be enjoyed international cuisine. Later, the in light above the Square, as well as help rebuild
by the entire mass of participants, from of involving the public, the latter could and recreate the stories of beautiful antique
children to young adults and even families purchase and taste the products.
Romanian bicycles.
and elders in different locations across the
The events took a traditional turn as
Moreover, not far away, on the Heroes’
city. Of course, we have the well-known the ending approached, the ears of the Boulevard, and enormous piece of paper
Unirii Square, which is a representative public being delighted with unique music was waiting to be covered in people’s
location for many of the consecrated seasoned with Romanian influences and common pictogram about their city, their
festivals, the Eroilor Boulevard, located in were invited to watch a documentary called story. To match the size of the paper, an
close proximity, and the TIFF House, an „The Fascination of Craftsmanship”.
oversized calligraphy brush was used.
establishment that is active not only during
Unirii Square was transformed into
One might think such a festival would
the TIFF festival, but all throughout the an outdoor lounge through various light be all fun and games, but some serious
year. In addition, this year a
subjects were touched on as
new and unique location was
well. Through a participative
added: the city’s tallest hill,
theatre number, the issue of the
namely the Citadine, where the
children in Pata Rat was brought
One might think such a festival would
public was able to participate in
up, challenging people to think
a large number of workshops for
about the underprivileged youth
be all fun and games, but some serious
children and adults, purchase
of the city and how they can
subjects
were
touched
on
as
well.
Through
vintage handmade goods,
lend a helping hand. Another
a participative theatre number, the issue
witness heated competitions
humanitarian achievement was
between talented chefs and get a
that during a human-animal
of the children in Pata Rat was brought
taste of the product themselves
communication workshop, all
up, challenging people to think about the
and, last but not least, stay up
the homeless kittens brought in
late enjoying recitals and film
by participating associations were
underprivileged youth of the city and how
projections. A lot of effort was
adopted by the end.
they can lend a helping hand.
put into making the location
Last but not least, the TIFF
even more appealing than usual,
House was a cultural outlet for
as each one of the large number
theatre and film enthusiasts,
of stairs leading up to the top
bringing them not only a
was painted in a variety of powerful colors, furniture and decorations aiming to re- marathon of plays and film projections, but
lifting the mood and inspiring energy. As create the bond between the citizens and also a Trivia Night and the starting point
one progressed towards the top, they were their city by making them feel at home in of a treasure hunt game, which helped the
welcomed by the artisans who created one a public space. They were later invited to citizens rediscover the treasure that is their
of a kind vintage accessories, followed by a enjoy a few concerts and dance their hearts home city alongside the actual „treasures”
calm setting where the Colours Orchestra out on colourful rhythms from tango to hidden by the organizers.
served as a means for classic music lovers Romanian folk dances.
With such fast growth and the diversity
to „showcase” their talent in conducting.
Keeping in tone with this edition’s of the activities provided as well as the
Further, the landscape got more and theme „Re-create”, the title of „European many international performers invited
more lively as children’s playgrounds and Capital of Youth 2015” the city proudly especially for the occasion alongside local
workshops could be spotted. Moreover, carries, as well as the title of „European talents, the festival managed to wisely
the little ones’ expectations were exceeded Cultural Capital 2021” it aims for, an effort thread together traditional culture and
by the variety of events, which included was made to preserve and, at the same time, multiculturalism, challenging the older
workshops focused on drawing, face rejuvenate Romanian culture. Therefore, ones to more openness while plating its seed
painting, craft, etc., sports, and theatre and the public was invited to contribute with in the hearts of the young ones in order to
magic shows.
their creativity to this process as the actual create a future Cluj that can effortlessly and
Food was not ignored, as trained chefs creators and consumers of traditional rightfully achieve the image of a modern,
were the protagonists of gastronomic shows Romanian culture by hand painting friendly, and multicultural city.

A Trip Back in Time

Photography © Dragos Bogdan

Written by Scutaru Andra

H

Photography © Dragos Bogdan

ow about a small journey back in time? Back where
location, in the Petrechevich-Horvath House, the museum
medicine was at its humble beginnings, where
was moved from place to place, due to the inability to find a
mansions where highly popular, and where people
large enough space, to contain all the artifacts.
where still dedicated to their traditional outfits; back to the
Another important museum is the Art Museum, which
past.
is hosted by the Bánffy Palace. The Bánffy Palace is a very
In Cluj-Napoca, there are several important museums
important baroque-style building in Cluj-Napoca, built in the
that hold the key to old Cluj-Napoca, the Cluj-Napoca that
18th century. Considered the most representative building of
many are unaware of today. One of the most important
the baroque style, the Palace housed important guests such
museums is the Pharmacy Museum. The building was
as Francisc I, the first emperor of Austria. Beginning with
established in 1573 and it hosted the first pharmacy in Cluj.
1951, the Palace hosted the Art Museum which includes
Ever since the second half of the 18th century, the building
valuable paintings, graphic and decorative art. The core of the
was rented to several private pharmacists. However, with the
museum assets is the Virgil Cioflec Collection which brings
coming of the second half of
together the works of renowned
the 19th century, both the
artists, such as Nicolae Grigorescu,
building and the pharmacy
with those of authentic talent, like
were under the possession
Theodor Pallady. The collection is
of the Hintz family. The
distributed along 20 rooms, due to
History
is
the
version
of
past
events
that
pharmacy was named Saint
its notable size. In 1997 the museum
people have decided to agree upon”,
George
Pharmacy
and
was nominated at EMYA for the
remained a full-fledged
European Museum of the Year
Napoleon Bonaparte
pharmacy until its closure,
award.
in 1949. Eventually, the
Finally,
the
Ethnographic
building became a museum
Museum of Transylvania. Established
as it hosts the Pharmacy’s History Collection, which is part
in 1922, this museum is one of the largest ethnographic
of the National Museum of Transylvanian History.
museums in Romania and one of the most esteemed museums
Speaking of which, the National Museum of Transylvanian
in Europe. It has an impressive collection of over 50.000
History is the follow-up of the first museum association in
folk costumes and testimonies of various ancient customs,
Transylvania. In 1963, the museum became an independent
reflecting many of the occupations of the Transylvanian
institution, and was classified as being of national significance
population. Also, the museum has an open-air section called
in 1994. The museum hosts a rich thesaurus and it is opened
the Romulus Vuia Ethnographic Park. Dubbed the „village
for public on a daily basis. Until its was settled in its current
museum”, the park was Romania’s first open-air museum.
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Cluj–Napoca Students’
Culture House
Written by Georgiana Babtan
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Cluj Napoca for 2021 –
European Capital of Culture
Written by Stefania Robu

S

ervus! It stands for hello, for the worldfamous welcoming spirit of Cluj and
now also as a tagline for the city’s
undergoing project to become European
Capital of Culture in 2021, a venture that
started to get shape in 2009 and now has a
concept that we are ready to build on – East
of West.
Servus talks about our aspiration to fulfill
our potential as a community - it is shared
by different ethnic groups in Transylvania
(and various cultures in Europe), it is the
way you greet people which you approach
as equal. It represents openness, trust and
familiarity. It is the synthesis of the East
meeting West.
Our concept – East of West – reflects
our project of establishing a fresh reference
point in terms of culture in the East, while
opening a gateway to the West for the
rest of the world. We are living in a space
characterized by the confluence of diverse

cultures, and this is what makes this city
so unique. As we are assuming, with
self-irony, our paradoxes, we are aiming
to grow appreciation and build around
our vibrant cultural life – defined by a
multicultural university life, rising profile
in contemporary arts, grassroots initiatives
that provide change in our community.
If Servus says something to you, we are
sure you will find your place also looking
ahead to Cluj in 2021. If you are coming
from the East or from the West, we are
confident you will also find a direction
in what will be the shape of the city as
European Capital of Culture.
For further information about the
programme: www.clujnapoca2021.ro/en
The team of Cluj-Napoca 2021 European Capital of Culture Association

Florin Morosanu
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luj – Napoca Students’ Culture to fit the necessities of the students to the Composed of a large number of expert folk
House is a flourishing institution best of its capacity. What followed were five dances, the ensemble has made Romanian
that has been for a long time the decades of programs that managed to satisfy tradition known throughout the world by
main place where young students could the majority of mass population through a participating in festivals all over the world,
discover and cultivate their
bringing home medals from most of
talents, especially since it has
them.
come into existence more
Three years ago, they started their
Presently, the institution houses eighteen
than half a century ago, when
journey into the Land of Morning
this kind of establishments
Calm as well, by participating in the
artistic formations and three circles.
were scarce and there were
Folkloriada, which, in 2012,
Among those, the most well-known name is World
little to no places for young
was held in Anseong. The following
probably the one of the folkloric ensemble,
artists to grow and improve
year, the development of bilateral
their skills.
„Martisorul”, due to their undeniable talent relations between sister cities Suwon
The need for an institution
and Cluj – Napoca have brought the
alongside the patronage of artist Dumitru
was made clear long before
opportunity for a folkloric ensemble
the actual materialization
to participate in the 50th edition of
Farcas and their presence to most of the
of such establishments; in
the Suwon Hwaseong Festival, the
festivals held in Cluj – Napoca and more.
1921, the students made
only sister city in Europe that was
their desire clear through
given this privilege. From the very
a gazette, being at great
beginning, „Martisorul” was the godisadvantage as all of their
to ensemble, as they were known
endeavors had to be adapted to fit the small varied and abundant specter of programs for their talent and professionalism. With
and improvised spaces that the universities and performances.
their fresh, active performance and unique
could afford giving them. Their pleas were
As expected, many artists have flourished look, they managed to impress and secure
finally listened to and in 1956 a decree was in this institution, one of the most renown another invitation for the following year’s
given that all university centers shall have of them being Dumitru Farcas, Romania’s edition of the same festival, in October
a Culture House and a special Council most talented tarogato player, who is also 2014.
composed of young students and university the leader of the „Martisorul” Orchestra
Of course, the ensemble is only one of
personnel was created in order to supervise and Folkloric Ensemble.
the many artistic circles that the Students’
the project of establishing it.
Presently, the institution houses eighteen Culture House is home to, which are just as
The activities started officially in 1957 artistic formations and three circles. Among important, as they foster and develop young
with a music and humor show. Later, those, the most well-known name is talent, which does not delay in rewarding
various groups were created with the probably the one of the folkloric ensemble, the personal and professional investment
intention of providing a large specter of „Martisorul”, due to their undeniable talent of the instructors through a multitude of
fields, where everyone could find their alongside the patronage of artist Dumitru awards, putting the institution among the
place: a folkloric ensemble, mixt choir, two Farcas and their presence to most of the most prestigious cultural establishments in
theatre groups, a reciter’s circle, jazz and festivals held in Cluj – Napoca and more. the Cluj – Napoca scene.
entertainment music bands, modern dance
group, photographic circle, cinematic
club, art history class, literary circle, and
even a correspondence circle. Shortly after,
they were able to display their work by
participating in national and international
festivals, bringing their mission to
fulfillment in spite of the modest financial
state they had to work in.
A crucial turning point was the creation
of the building in which the students were
then able to fully expand their effort in
order to obtain the best results possible
out of their work. The construction of
said building started in 1959 and was
completed by next year. Even though its
architecture was quite simple, it was vast
and it more than served its purpose and,
along the years, it was improved with the
support from the Government in order
Photography © Dragos Bogdan
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he University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinarian
establishment of the Horticulture department. The final
Medicine of Cluj – Napoca (UASVM) is one of the
restructuring took place in 1990, dividing the University
oldest academic institutions dealing with life sciences
into four faculties (Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal
not only in Romania but in the entire continent, having
Science and Biotechnologies, and Veterinary Medicine) and
been established 145 years ago, in
adding new specializations
October 1869. It was first known as
for full-time education.
the Institute of Agronomic Studies
The latest addition is
Cluj-Mănăştur. It has become the
the Faculty of Food
In order to keep up with the fast pace of
UASVM we know today by growing
Science and Technology
world progress and maintain its high status established in October 1st
and developing along the years, going
through multiple changes in name
2012, bringing the current
among Romanian educational institutions
and structure closely reflecting the
total to a five faculties
it is a given that substantial efforts are
historical changes that the country
that function under the
being made for international collaboration
faced.
University in order to
For the first 50 years, the
develop the agricultural
and the development of amiable relations
Institute had only one department,
and agro-economic fields
with successful international educational
that of agriculture. With the Grand
of our country.
Unification in 1918 came the long
The oldest faculty
establishments.
awaited
restructuration
which
and the one with the
materialized in 1921 as the change
most history is that of
from a 3-year to a 4-year study cycle
Agriculture, the basis for
and the entitlement of the graduates as “agronomic engineers”
all the ulterior development of the University. Created in
starting the following year. Seven years later, the institution’s
1869, it was the mold that sustained most of the alterations
name was changed to “Academy of High Agronomic Studies
and generated the rest of the establishments. However, being
Cluj” and in 1995 it became “University of Agricultural
the oldest one does not mean it was pushed aside. Moreover,
Sciences and Veterinarian Medicine”, as it is known today.
as it is the case with the other faculties as well, the passionate
The first additions in view of curriculum expansion were
academicians did their best to keep in tone with recent points
the Faculty of Animal Science and the Faculty of Veterinary
of interest and issues and developed specializations that deal
Medicine in 1959 and 1962, respectively. 1977 saw the
with said issues, such an example being the Engineering

and Environment Protection in Agriculture specialization,
which lead to European integration and development of
international relationships.
It was a given that facilities had to keep the pace with
curriculum development, otherwise all efforts to improve
it would have been futile, as the field is one that requires
a high degree of practical learning. Therefore, financial
investments were made alongside academic and intellectual
ones, making the institution a modern and desirable learning
environment. Today, students can train their skills in an
agro-botanical garden, experimental forest area, vegetables
and flower didactical greenhouses, an experimental orchard
and vineyard as well as plenty research laboratories with
cutting-edge equipment. Not only that, the students also
benefit from the non-academic facilities to enrich their social
life, namely a sport club with football and tennis grounds as
well as a sport hall, a folkloric dance troupe, a pub, the new
refurbished student dormitories, and a modern library.
The university takes special pride in its botanical garden,
which dates back to the beginning of the XX century and
houses more than 1800 plant species disseminated on a
7 hectares surface. Built near the ruins of a XI century
monastery, it is believed that it kept some of the original
plants grown by the monks, as they owned a medicinal plant
garden and a pharmacy, making the place a true botanical
museum.
Other than this, the university also houses a full-fledged
botanical museum. It is the proud possessor of a 40.000
pages herbarium alongside numerous other academic
botanical treasures, such as lectures and research papers of
prestigious professors and researchers as well as an extensive
bibliographic resource.
The basement of the Rectorate building is home to an
aquarium comprised of 14 aquariums with volumes ranging
between 300 and 400 liters sheltering more than 30 species
of fish from all over the world, a central one with a capacity
of over 20 000 liters with species originating in the natural
basin, and a terrarium with turtles.
The extended library is, alongside the Faculty of
Agriculture, the oldest establishment of the institution, as it
was founded in 1869, together with the Institute of Agronomic
Studies Cluj-Mănăştur. While the first documentation of the
funds was in itself impressive, as it recorded the existence of
881 volumes in 1972, it is even more so today, holding a total
of more than 160 000 volumes of documentation, including
books, magazines, newspapers, DVDs, etc. Moreover, the
university also established its own publishing house, putting
out qualitative scientific publications.
However, when it comes to agriculture and farming
technologies, having a strong grasp of the theory is important
yet not sufficient. In successful development practice also
plays an important role, which is well known to those who
have put their all into keeping the institution at the highest
levels. Even though modern facilities might be considered a
recent addition in comparison to the university’s existence, it
always had a frame where its students and staff could put their
theoretical knowledge to the test practically. That frame was
established simultaneously with the Institute of Agriculture
in 1869 under the name of Mănăştur Farm, located a few
kilometers outside the city. In 1993, under a new law, it was
renamed as the Mănăştur Educational Experimental Station
Cluj – Napoca. The year 2000 saw its further expansion,
with the addition of the Cojocna farm and the lands of the
Jucu Research – Development and Production Station for
Pasture Culture.
In order to keep up with the fast pace of world progress
and maintain its high status among Romanian educational
institutions it is a given that substantial efforts are being
made for international collaboration and the development of
amiable relations with successful international educational
establishments. Thus, the University has given their
students and academic staff all together the opportunity for
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The University of Agricultural
Sciences and Veterinarian Medicine
Written by Georgiana Babtan

T

self-development through a large variety of programs that
function both within and outside of the EU such as the wellknown Erasmus, Lifelong Learning Programs projects, AUF,
Marie Curie, Humboldt, and others, while accepting foreign
students both from within the EU and outside.
These constant efforts were recently extended throughout
South Korea as well, as a delegation of professors and
researchers from the Korea Vocational College of Food
and Agriculture visited our country in order to assert the
possibilities for collaboration on an academic-agricultural
and economic level, including the University and its
facilities on their must-see list. Also, discussions with the
high authorities of the institution were held, building an
amiable impression for both sides.
One might argue that with the overly-developed
technology stage that the world is at agriculture and farming
is outdated and taking high interest in such a subject might
be seen as outdated. However, it is precisely these modern
times that require special attention being given to improving
agriculture and produce due to important issues such as
pollution and other health threatening factors, something
that those within the institution have comprehended and are
putting their best efforts into achieving.

Education
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The Korean Cultural
Center of Cluj-Napoca
Written by Scutaru Andra

O

ne of the few cultural centers in Romania, the
have a great chance of exchanging information and practicing
Korean cultural center has been hosting ever since its
their Korean with Korean students in order to improve their
establishment, Korean language and literature lessons
skills, a custom elaborated by the center for its students. Most
for the students enrolled in the Korean Department at Cluj
activities and events are organized by and for the students,
Napoca’s Faculty of Letters and for students from other
making it one of the best centers. Also, if one is in search
departments that are interested in South Korea’s language
of Korean books, diverse topics of Korean literature, history
and literature, as well as its history. Besides these subjects,
and culture, the center holds a collection of numerous books,
students were also able to learn
booklets and information on
more and more things about
almost everything.
Sotuh Korean culture as each
In the last 4 years, as the
The center doesn’t just exist with its name,
year passed.
number
of students interested in
it is an actual center that organizes events
As one of its former
South Korea’s history and culture
and is in charge of all Korean students that
students and graduates, the
increased, the number of events
center showed me a world
held each year also increased. Thus,
decide to study in Cluj-Napoca, as their
that was unknown to me
the Korean cultural center has been
number grows evey year, to the excitment
and taught me that studying
present at the annual festivities
can be fun and teachers are
held during the celebration of Days
of most students studying Korean at the
not like those mean ones
of Cluj-Napoca. During these
center.
you see in movies wanting to
festivities, the students were able
deprive you of your youth.
to showcase their newly learned
The teachers at the center are
abilities of writing and speaking in
probably some of the best teachers out there, they were the
Korean as well as their knowledge concerning Korean culture
best for me, because they took care of their students and
and history.
helped them as best as they could. The center displays a very
The teachers that I’ve studied with have been trying to
friendly environment and it is a tranquil place to study in.
make a name for the center and most of their efforts are for
Above all these, the center doesn’t just exist with its name,
the students and their well being, thus making them great
it is an actual center that organizes events and is in charge
teachers, always teaching students that studying isn’t all hard
of all Korean students that decide to study in Cluj-Napoca,
work and no fun, but never to slack off either. All in all, the
as their number grows evey year, to the excitment of most
center is still growing as the teachers try to create the perfect
students studying Korean at the center. The students here
environment for studying without overworking oneself.
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How About
a Showdown?
Written by Scutaru Andra

B
During taekwondo
performances,
the crowd is usually in awe
as most of the trainees,
be them toddlers or young
adults, show their skills
on stage.
Photography © Nicoleta Muntean

15 Years of Passion
and Fighting Spirit –
Dynamic Taekwondo Club
Written by Scutaru Andra

N

ot setting their focus on
advertisement and self-promotion,
the people at Dynamic Taekwondo
Club might not be as well-known as they
could be. However, that does not mean
their efforts were not rewarded with welldeserved achievements.
Having been established for almost
fifteen years now, they focused on
promoting good health achieved through
the practice of Taekwondo but also building
strong character in children and young
adults by seeding the values of courtesy,
integrity, perseverance, self-control, and the
indomitable spirit that this art is grounded
on.

December 2014 marks the fifteenth
anniversary of the club, having been
established in 1990 through the efforts
of Taekwondo enthusiast and talented
sportsman Eugen Bense, being the first one
of its kind in Cluj – Napoca. Consequently,
the city became the first one in Romania
where WTF Taekwondo was practiced, also
starting with 1990.
As expected, the club is at the top of the
pyramid in this field, and it has been ever
since its first year, as they did not leave any
competition empty handed. Moreover, their
success was not only national, their talents
being recognized on international levels as
well by participating in various European

competitions such as the Balkaniad, Opens,
etc. Of course, such performances could
have not been attained without the proper
preparation, provided by professional
instructors who have obtained degrees from
the Sport and Physical Education Faculty.
Trainee-wise, the achievements of the
club to date include thirty seven players
who have obtained 1 DAN, seven with 2
DAN, and one with 5 DAN.
Always with the aim to develop the
Taekwondo scene alongside promoting
health and physical activity among youth,
the Club engaged in numerous activities
that fit their vision. This is how, starting
four years ago, they started preparing
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live demonstrations through which the
young ones displayed their expertise in
performance in the context of the Korean
Culture Day at the Cluj Days Festival.
Becoming more and more well-prepared
with each year, their performance reached
the highest point yet this year, as they
went through an intensive two-week
training under the supervision of Korean
Taekwondo Master Jeon Jae Jun. This
event marked the start of what looks like
a fruitful and promising collaboration that
opens the doors to further development of
the relationships between the two countries
in regard to sports and youth.
Moreover, going beyond their physical
education specter, they created a social
program for the integration of fifteen needy
children, hoping to further develop the
project in the future.
Even though it is still a fairly small
establishment with not so many members,
with their talent and passion as well as the
goodwill and ambition to open doors for
the youth of Cluj – Napoca, Dynamic
Taekwondo Club is a reliable force that could
serve as a powerful ally to the development
of not only friendly relationships between
Romania and South Korea but to that of
a scene where the youth of Cluj – Napoca
can shine at its full capacity.

eing one of the cultural centers of
Romania, Cluj-Napoca is full of
diversity, from different annual
festivities, to coffee shops, tea shops, and
eventually sport clubs. So, how about
a showdown? No, not a fight between
two people or two gangs, but a way to
represent some of the martial art clubs in
Cluj-Napoca.
There are several clubs that teach
martial arts in Cluj-Napoca, therefore
this article will review some of the largest
clubs present in this wonderful city. To
start off, the karate clubs will take a step
forward. Among the karate clubs present
in Cluj-Napoca, it appears that at least
two of them are relatively well known.
The first one, in no particular order, is
Shingen Cluj-Napoca, a karate Shotokan
dojo, where karate is almost at home.
Shingen, established in 2011, is affiliated
with the Romanian Karate Federation
and is a certified karate-teaching school.
The Shingen dojo is especially dedicated
to studying and practicing the karate style
Shotokan – Fudokan.
Another significant karate club is
White Tigers Karate club. Similar to
Shingen, White Tigers is a Shotokan-style
karate club. Established in 1990, White
Tigers is one of the largest Shotokan-style
clubs in Romania. Every year, students,
children, and even older citizens join the
White Tigers club. Like Shingen, White
Tigers is also affiliated with the Romanian
Karate Federation.
But karate is not the only martial

art studied in Cluj-Napoca. Another
important art is aikido and Cluj-Napoca
has its very own Aikido Foundation. The
Romanian Aikido Aikikai Foundation
was established in 1997 with the name
of “Musubi Foundation”, but later
changed into its current designation. The
Foundations’ main purpose is to promote
and develop the practice and study of the
Aikido Aikikai style in Romania.
Last, but not least, is the art of
taekwondo. Although the above
mentioned martial arts are all Japanese,
taekwondo is Korean, so we are going
to step into another land of arts. One of
the most well-known taekwondo clubs
in Cluj-Napoca is Dynamic Taekwondo
Club. Dynamic Club is almost always
present at festivals and offers viewers a
very entertaining representation which
shows what the members are capable of.
The team’s leader, Bense Eugen, has been
doing a great job for the last 4 years with
both Dynamic Club and the help he
provided Open Bridge Consortium with
in obtaining collaboration with Suwon
Center of International Cooperation.
During taekwondo performances, the
crowd is usually in awe as most of the
trainees, be them toddlers or young
adults, show their skills on stage.
In Cluj-Napoca, during large
festivities, one can see each martial art
club performing on stage. This captures
the attention of the public and many
watch the performances that take place
on stage in awe.
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Alba Iulia
Romania’s Other Capital
Written by Alexandra Păcurar
Photography Romulus Opriscan

“Welcome to the largest citadel in Romania!” This is
how Alba Iulia, a city with an extraordinary historical
heritage, invites everyone in for a visit. The 60 million
Euros invested and more than 15 years of actual work
really paid off, and probably the best way to reach this
conclusion is to see everything yourself.

30Transilvania OutlooK

Visit Transylvania

A

lba Iulia is one of the few cities in
Romania that hasve a very well
established brand - Alba Carolina,
the citadel. The largest fortress in the
country (over 100 hectares) is now visible
in all its glory, being preserved to look as
much as possible like what used to exist 300
years ago. The citadel received international
recognition from Europa Nostra, “the
voice of cultural heritage in Europe” for
the way it was rebuilt and restored. The
seven-bastion baroque fortress was built
in the 18th century by two famous Swiss
architects and it is the most representative
Vauban military construction in SouthEastern Europe. It is a monument which
has very complex baroque sculptures.
The reconstruction started in 1998
with the Third Gate of the fortress, but
the first “official” construction site was
set up in 2009, as part of the general
restoration investment. The last part of the
rehabilitation project ended in 2013 with
the rebuilding of the Western Channel just
the way it used to be in 1921. Currently,
there is still some work getting done in an

attempt to make the most of some Roman
artifacts discovered during these years in
the area inside the fortress.
However, the authorities’ plans don’t
stop here. For the next stage of the European
financing program, the municipality of
Alba Iulia plans to set up the marginal areas
around the citadel. These spaces will turn
into pedestrian alleys and bicycle tracks.
For a visitor coming from outside the
city, a visitor who knows nothing more
than the fact that Alba Iulia is the place
where the unification of Romania’s initial
three main regions took place, the citadel is
overwhelming.
The last five years saw the
implementingation of over 20 investment
projects of various dimensions and
complexity, but all with the same goal:
making the most of the cultural and
historical heritage in the heart of Alba Iulia.
Most of the funds used for this
were nonrefundable and came from
the European Union’s programs, the
Romanian Government, the Norwegian
Government, the United Nations’ Program

for Development, but also from private
sources.
The money was used for the restoration
of the fortress’ seven gates and the
reconstruction of the entire public space
of the citadel, including roads, green
areas, or lighting. The biggest urban
park was created inside the great walls
of the historical landmark and it even
has a riding center, art galleries and great
panoramic spots. The Route of the Three
Fortifications, also created in the citadel,
is a unique place in Europe. A tour inside
will take you on a 2.000 year-old journey
throughout history, as it includes fragments
of the three fortresses built in Alba Iulia,
starting from the Roman Castrum, then
the Medieval Fortress, and ending with the
Bastion Vauban Citadel, Alba Carolina.

The revival was
a common effort
However, not only this project
contributed to the rebirth of the city. At
the same time, various institutions and
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A “Royal” destination

Photography © Romulus Opriscan

The Royal House of Romania represents a symbolical
institution for Alba Iulia and for the unity of Romania.
King Michael is the Great Vaivode of Alba Iulia and a
citizen of honor since 2007. Last year, the municipality
and the Royal House celebrated 90 years from the
coronation of King Ferdinand and Queen Mary at Alba
Iulia. With that occasion, the royal train made a stop
at the local railway station, as it brought distinguished
guests to the city, among which were Princess Margaret
and princes Radu and Nicholas.
Alba Iulia’s popularity skyrocketed in recent years
and one proof is the fact that the Alba Carolina Citadel
was voted as being one of the seven wonders of Romania.
During a media campaign, 60.000 people voted for what
they considered the most representative icons of their
country. Alongside sculptures of Constantin Brancusi
or the painted monasteries in Bucovina, the citadel in
Alba Iulia was in the top choices, because of its historical
heritage and its beauty. This is, probably, what defined
this place situated in the heart of Transylvania ever since
the beginning of its existence: its story, its role and its
magic.

organizations who own or administer Destination of Excellence by the European to bring life to the newly created spaces.
historical buildings have joined in on the Commission
In order to make this easier, the City Hall
plan to make Alba Iulia a true European
– created the Roman Guard
has already obtained all the necessary
capital. Therefore, important buildings
– organized the first edition of the authorizations for those who are interested,
like the Orthodox Cathedral, St. Michael Music and Film Festival
so that the timing is as efficient as possible.
Catholic Cathedral (one
Another important objective
thousand year-old), the Apor
that will be checked off this year’s
Palace (the headquarters for
to do list is opening the “Mamut”
the 1st of December 1918
recreation and adventure area,
University), and the National
which includes “Dr. Ioan Vlad”
In the last four years, the number of
Union Museum and the
Dendrologic Park. Here, anyone
tourists visiting Alba Iulia tripled. In 2013,
Union Hall regained their
seeking a thrill and some relaxation
architectural beauty.
will be satisfied.
over 150.000 visitors came to see the
The efforts of bringing
For those who love a good
citadel, compared to 50.000 in 2010.
the citadel to life required
public fiesta, there are numerous
a solid partnership between
festivals and events throughout the
several institutions and its
summer. The Medieval Fortress
leaders, who understood
Days, Alba Iulia Music and Film
that a common endeavor
Festival, The Vauban Citadel Days,
and long-term concern was needed for
2013 – Won a special award from the The Roman Apulum Festival, The Dilema
the development of the city. This is why jury at the Europa Nostra competition
Veche Festival, The Celebration of Music,
Alba Iulia now has modern, wide roads in
– developed a program with the and Children’s Citadel are only a few of
the entrance areas and also a perfect place company which owns several gas stations at these events, which are becoming an annual
for cycling and walksing - Dr. Ioan Vlad the entrances in the city in order to have tradition. Practically, there is something to
Dendrological Park – that covers a surface historical figures serving the customers do or to see in every weekend during of the
of 21 hectares.
during the touristic season
summer.
The new website for tourists which was
launched
by the municipality this year has
Alba Iulia reborn
Tourism and tourists
all the information regarding on each day
2006 – Created the pedestrian and
In the last four years, the number and each event. Also, it has an inspired
mounted Guard (55 soldiers dressed in of tourists visiting Alba Iulia tripled. In slogan - “history is reliving its glory” - and
Austrian military uniforms); every day 2013, over 150.000 visitors came to see it provides a 360 degrees virtual tour of the
at noon the guard changes ceremonially; the citadel, compared to 50.000 in 2010. citadel. Moreover, on www.turism.apulum.
during the weekends the ceremony is even This year, the local authorities will start the ro, anyone can find out where to stay and
more spectacular, as it involves firing a process of building a Tourists Information what not to miss during a trip in the city.
cannon.
Center, with the help of the European
Clearly, the best time to come to Alba
2009 – Entered Guinness World Record Union. 140.000 Euros will be invested in Iulia is in the summer, but the celebration
Book with the biggest hug? in the world
creating the perfect place for enhancing for the 1st of December, Romania’s
2010 – Was promoted in the World tourism and promoting the city.
National Day is not to be missed. Each
Heritage UNESCO magazine
Another plan for 2014 is to lease 12 year, the program got better and better and
2011 – Hosted the first edition of the locations inside the walls of the citadel to is now far from the tasteless festivals that
“Dilema Veche” Cultural Festival
different investors who could open more are usually taking place in other parts of the
2012 – Was named European pubs, restaurants or art galleries in order country.
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Enjoy the scenery
Written by Scutaru Andra

Photography Mircea Bascuti

“

Travel is fatal to prejudice,
bigotry, and narrow-mindedness”
Mark Twain
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W

hen visiting a foreign country, some like to make plans of where and what to
visit and also where to stay overnight, but some just like to go with the flow.
However, having even a small plan is sometimes better, because it might just
help you in not getting lost. This here is a small plan focused mainly on Transylvania, in
case one wishes to travel more in Romania.
One of the most visited places in Romania is Transylvania. The name of this gorgeous
piece of land is often found alongside vampire stories ever since the end of the 19th
century when the famous gothic novel “Dracula” was released by Bram Stoker. The book
version is more of a mystical version, but the real version has its own mysteries as well.
However, for most people Transylvania is centered more around Bran Castle, also referred
to as Dracula’s Castle, and less on other visiting places. In this article you will be able to
metaphorically travel to a different place in Transylvania, namely Hunedoara County.
Hunedoara is located in the South-Western part of Transylvania and is one of the oldest
counties in Romania, dating from the early 13th century. Some of the most famous travel
spots around Hunedoara County are Hunyad Castle, Arsenal Park, Prislop Monastery,
and Geoagiu-Bai, a lovely resort. Geoagiu-Bai is a recently remodeled resort with outdoor
swimming pools and lovely atmosphere. On a hot summer day, one can easily enjoy a
swim or some leisure time while sipping on a cold drink near the pool at Geoagiu-Bai.
This resort is ideal for getting rid of stress, anemia or any other indisposition that one
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Transylvania represents an
endless tourist destination
Written by xx

Photography © Faptele Crestinilor.ro
Father Arsenie Boca’s grave

There is always something to see, to discover, to feel
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Written by Aniko Farmathy

Photography Romulus Opriscan

Photography © Faptele Crestinilor.ro - Prislop Monastery

Photography © Glasul-hd.ro Geoagiu-Bai

might have. Being built near mountains, is the ideal place for both a relaxing and also surrounded by many legends, one of
the cool, mountain breeze is a delight on exciting experience.
which is a painting that portrays the legend
summer days. For those who wish to stay
For those into sight-seeing, Hunedoara of the ”raven” from which the name of the
overnight or even longer, there are different County offers two lovely places with descendants of John Hunyadi, Corvinus
hotels and mansions around the area where magnificent surroundings. The first is came. Other legends revolve around the
one can check-in easily. Geoagiu-Bai was Hunyad Castle, also known as Corvins’ famous Vlad Tepes, commonly known as
named one of Romania’s excellent tourist Castle or Hunedoara Castle. This intriguing Vlad the Impaler or Vlad Dracul, the one
destinations in September 2010.
castle is located in Hunedoara city, a city that that Bram Stoker centered his story on
Next to Geoagiu-Bai, Arsenal Park is bears the same name as the county. Hunyad when he wrote the famous novel “Dracula”.
an almost equally sought after destination. Castle is a Gothic-Renaissance castle built
Last but not least is Prislop Monastery.
Arsenal Park, located in Orastie, one of in 1446 by John Hunyadi (Iancu or Ioan Surrounded by beautiful scenery, the
Hunedoara’s main cities, is perfect for those of Hunedoara) over the site of an older monastery has been a convent for nuns
who try to escape everyday
since 1976. Prislop Monastery was
life or for those who are
built in the second half of the 14th
searching for a “different way”
century by Father Nicodemus, the
of spending time. Arsenal
and tutor of Romanian
Hunedoara is located in the South-Western organizer
Park, like its name suggests,
monasticism in the middle Ages.
part of Transylvania and is one of the oldest The monastery itself is amazingly
is a military-style leisure park.
Here, guests can explore a vast
beautiful, the surroundings making
counties in Romania, dating from the early
area of land and they can enjoy
it a dream-like place, kept away
13th century. Some of the most famous
plenty of activities: military
from the rush of the cities. The
training, paintball fights,
most renown and must see places
travel spots around Hunedoara County
target shooting, archery, golf
at Prislop Monastery are Father
are
Hunyad
Castle,
Arsenal
Park,
car rental, bicycles, go-kart
Arsenie Boca’s grave, which is
Prislop Monastery, and Geoagiu-Bai,
bikes, etc. At this militarybeautifully decorated with flowers
style park, excitement and
and surrounded by silver firs, and
a lovely resort.
relaxation complete each
the cave of Saint John, located
other in the best way possible.
behind the main building of the
The restful sessions alternate
Monastery. Prislop Monastery is
with exciting activities for
one of the oldest monasteries in
both the body and mind. Arsenal Park is fortification. Built in Gothic style with the world and, for almost 7 centuries, has
the most modern spa in the western and many Renaissance architectural elements, been one of the most important religious
central part of the country. After a day the castle is a large and imposing building settlements in Transylvania. Prislop
full of adrenaline, the party continues at with tall and colored roofs, strong defense Monastery is a quiet and relaxed place
the barbecue around a truly impressive towers and myriad windows and balconies which one can visit regardless of the religion
campfire with music and fun. Arsenal Park decorated with stone carvings. The castle is they are part of.
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Interesting places
to explore
in Transylvania:

Photography © Jeler Lucian Mihai - Old church

I

n the last number of Transilvania
Outlook, we talked about Transylvania
as a region having nearly 200 fortresses,
castles, fortified cities, villages, and churches
left by the saxons as an interesting historical,
architectural and cultural heritage. Many
of them are now listed by UNESCO.
We talked about Sighisoara, which
is one of the most representative Saxon
fortifications; Sibiu, the wealthiest of the
seven walled citadels; Brasov, one of the best
preserved medieval cities in all of Europe,
and Alba Iulia Citadel (Photography), an
impressive and visible fortification.
Let us invite you again in the very heart
of Transylvania, where other several Saxon
fortresses and churches of rare beauty can
be found, well worth your attention.
Prejmer, a UNESCO world heritage

Photography © Jeler Lucian Mihai - Sibiu

site, is the largest and best preserved
fortified church in southeastern Europe.
The church, built in a cross-like plan,
was completed by the Teutonic knights
in 1225, featuring a late gothic vaulting.
The powerful 12 m high and 5 m thick
surrounding walls provide each village
family with a room designated for shelter.
Endowed with bastions, drawbridges, and
a secret, subterranean passage through
which food supplies could be transported,
the fortress, though it was besieged fifty
times over the centuries, was captured only
once, in 1611 by Gabriel Báthori, Prince of
Transylvania.
The village of Biertan is found between
the cities of Medias and Sighisoara. The
fortified church at Biertan is placed high
on a hill in the middle of the village. For

over 300 years (between1572 and 1867),
Biertan was home to the Saxon Evangelical
bishops of Transylvania. Its construction
is really impressive: high defensive walls,
connected by towers and gates which made
the church impossible to conquer during
medieval times.
The church features late-gothic
architecture with a heavy, remarkable
wooden door having an ingenious locking
mechanism, double exterior walls, an organ
featuring some 1,290 pipes and a wooden
altar, both built by artisans from Vienna.
Very close to Sibiu you can find two
other medieval gems, as beautiful as
Biertan, namely Cisnadie and Cisnadioara.
The fortified church of Cisnadie was
first mentioned in 1349 as a Romanesque
basilica but later in the 15th and 16th

Fun facts:
Siebenbürgen. The German name “Siebenbürgen” is a direct
translation of “seven fortresses”. The Saxons first came to
the region during the 12th and 13th centuries building up
towns using their own style of architecture. These towns were
contained within a fortified wall to protect the city from attacks
and helped limit access to undesirables. They would usually
contain a main square along with several smaller squares and
meandering streets. The focal point of the whole town would
be the main church. The seven Saxons towns that are most
commonly listed are: Kronstadt (now Brasov), Schässburg (now
Sighisoara), Mediasch (now Medias), Bistritz (now Bistrita),
Clausenburg (now Cluj-Napoca), Mühlbach (now Sebes), and
Hermannstadt (now Sibiu). Many of the medieval centers of
these fortified towns are still largely intact. Expect to see sights
like forts, bastions, guild houses, and towers. Walking through
the old town of a place like Brasov can really give you a taste
of what life was once like there. Brasov even includes what is
claimed to be the narrowest street in Europe, though some
searching would tell you that it is beaten by streets in Exeter,
England and Reutlingen, Germany.
Viscri rural town: Prince Charles, the Prince of Wales. Visiting
Viscri, you feel like the clock has been turned back for centuries.
Well, apart from the odd car! The emphasis placed on tourism at
Viscri is that it is sustainable. The Mihai Eminescu Trust has put

in huge amounts of work to transform the life of these villagers
by helping to develop local traditions, such as constructing
a wood-fired kiln to enable them to make tiles and bricks.
Prince Charles has been a regular visitor to the Transylvanian
region over the years. He has helped to raise the profile of the
villagers’ rural way of life, and has conducted lots of charity
work on behalf of the Mihai Eminescu Trust. The Trust is active
throughout the Transylvanian region, with particular emphasis
on maintaining the Saxon way of life. Following the fall of
the Berlin Wall in 1989, many of the Saxon families decided
to emigrate to the west, thus the Trust is focused on trying to
ensure that these traditions do not die out in Transylvania.
Sibiu – the only city in Romania which was named Europe’s
Cultural Capital. Sibiu was the first city in Romania to be
awarded the title of European Capital of Culture. It is a lovely
place to meander through with a classy pedestrianized upper
town full of cafés that line the streets and squares during the
sunny months. The lower town is full of cobbled streets lined
with traditional housing that wind around inside the old fortified
walls. There is a tower in the center that you can climb to give
you wonderful views of the surrounding roofs, cathedral, and
series of inter-connecting squares. Sibiu is also the birthplace
of Hermann Oberth, one of the pioneers of rocketry, and he is
honored with a statue in front of Sibiu city hall.

38Transilvania OutlooK

Photography © Jeler Lucian Mihai - Apuseni

century, it was fortified and transformed
into gothic style. Fortified towers were built
over the two side entrances and the choir,
a moat, and several defensive towers along
the walls.
Only 6 km from Cisnadie, The
fortified church of Cisnadioara can be
found. Though it is located on a high
hill in the middle of a forest, it is worth
visiting because it is the oldest roman style
monument in Transylvania. The interior
still features medieval paintings.
Saschiz is 20 km away from Sighisoara
and 100 km from Brasov. It is renowned not
only as home to one of Transylvania’s finest
fortified churches but also as a carpentry
and wood-painting center. It was here that
Saschiz blue pottery was born in 1702.
The Evangelical Church of Saschiz
represents a combination of roman and
gothic elements and is very impressive due
to the way the fortifying elements have
been adapted to the shape of a church. Built
on a hill, far from the center of the village,
the building became the main refuge for
the inhabitants of Saschiz during invading
raids.
One of the best known and visited
medieval fortresses in Romania is Rasnov. It
is located on a rocky hill in the Carpathian
Mountains, only 15 km away from Brasov.
Its size is impressive, around 3500 m and
is one of the best preserved fortifications in
Transylvania.
First mentioned in an official document
in 1331, the fortress was built by Teutonic
Knights and later enlarged by the local
Saxon population.
Rasnov differs from other Saxon
fortresses, it resembles to a village with
houses, a school, and a chapel, because
it was designed as a place of refuge over
extended periods of time.
Last but not least, there is also a local
legend connected to this fortress. It is said
that two Turkish prisoners were put to the

task of digging a well through solid rock
in the center of the fortress. They were
promised their freedom once the well
was finished. The work took 17 years to
complete. Recently, the old fortress has been
restored to its former glory and today, you
can visit the impressive remains, including
a museum, where you can find a skeleton
buried beneath a glass floor.
Built in 1310, Fagaras was enlarged
between the 15th and 17th centuries
and was considered one of the strongest
fortifications in Transylvania. For many
years the fortress functioned as a residence
for various princes, each one being strongly
influenced by the architecture of their time.
Today, the fortress hosts the Fagaras
County Museum, displaying Roman
artifacts, a collection of medieval weapons,
and traditional folk crafts. The museum
also hosts a beautiful collection of icons
painted on glass.
Hunedoara Fortress, also known as
Corvinesti Castle: many names, one
destination - an unforgettable one. The
fortress is considered to be one of the most
important gothic architectural monuments
in Europe, built in the 15th century by
Ioan de Hunedoara. The international fame
of the Corvin Castle is certain: concerts,
festivals, and other cultural and artistic
events were organized here, also scenes from
film productions were filmed in the castle,
such as: “Vlad the Impaler”, “Michael the
Brave”, “Alexander Lapusneanu”, etc.
The list of monuments can go on and
on as it is very rich and long. We are aware
that many other them would be worth
presenting. The examples above served to
give you a taste of the long-gone medieval
times.
Transylvania is a real treasure to be
discovered and is waiting for your, dear
traveler!

• Some of Europe’s best-preserved medieval
towns: Brasov, Sibiu, Sighisoara
• Bran Castle (also known as Dracula’s
Castle), built in 1377
• Rasnov Fortress – built in the 1300s by the
Teutonic Knights to protect Transylvania
against the Tartars and the Turks
• The Saxon fortified churches at Biertan,
Calnic, Harman, Darjiu, Prejmer, Saschiz,
Valea Viilor, and Viscri - all designated by
UNESCO as World Heritage sites
• Transylvania’s finest art museum – the
Bruckenthal Palace in Sibiu
• Marginimea Sibiului, an area northwest
of Sibiu home to more than 18 traditional
villages
• The Museum of Glass-Painted Icons in
Sibiel, the largest of its kind in Europe
• The city of Hunedoara with its 14thcentury Gothic Corvinesti Castle
•
The
Dacian
Fortresses
at
Sarmisegetuza(UNESCO
World
Heritage List)
• The Moti Land (Tara Motilor) on the
Ariesi Valley - moţi is the name given to
the inhabitants of this region. They live
in scattered villages at altitudes up to
about 4,265 feet and have preserved their
century-old traditions and lifestyle.
• The Apuseni Mountains with Scarisoara
and Focul Viu glaciers, Chiscau Bears’ Cave
and Vartop Cave as well as other 400 caves.
• Transylvanian Outdoor Adventures &
Parks

• Apuseni Nature Park – caver’s paradise
•
Gradistea
Muncelului-Cioclovina
Nature Park – site of the Sarmisegetuza
archaeological ruins
• Piatra Craiului National Park – spectacular
rocky steep walls, virgin forests, and one of
the world’s deepest underground abysses
(Coltii Grindului shaft, - 1771 feet)
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Support for young
entrepreneurs
The program for the stimulation of setting up and developing
microenterprises by young entrepreneurs
Written by Sorin Achim Razoare, LL&A

I

n 2011, the Program for setting up and
developing microenterprises by young
entrepreneurs (hereinafter, the program)
was launched in Romania through the
Government Emergency Ordinance no.
6 of February 2, 2011, for the setting
up and developing of microenterprises
by young entrepreneurs (hereinafter
GEO 6/2011). In order to stimulate
the business environment, especially
through the entrepreneurship of young
people, the program grants amenities to
microenterprises just set up led by young
entrepreneurs who lead an economic
activity for the first time through a limited
company. The program was launched
by the Agency for the Implementation
of Projects and Programs for Small and
Medium Enterprises (A.I.P.P.S.M.E.) of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Business
Environment.

penalty of criminal law, on the fulfillment
of this condition;
c) he sets up for the first time a
limited liability company according to the
Romanian law.
Conditions to be met by microenterprise
For the inclusion in the program, the
microenterprise set up by the first time
entrepreneur must meet the following
conditions:
a) to be a limited liability company
operating indefinitely according to the
Romanian law;
b) to fall into the category of
microenterprises according to the
Romanian law (to have up to 9 employees
and an annual turnover or total assets of up
to the RON equivalent of 2 million EUR);
c) is set up by a first time entrepreneur
as a single associate or by no more than
5 associated first time entrepreneurs.
The conditions to be met by the first
time entrepreneur are to be met by each
associate.
d) is being managed by the single
associate or by one or more associates;
e) has among its objects of activity
at most 5 groups of activities in the

financial intermediation and insurance,
real estate transactions, gambling and
betting, production or marketing of
weapons, ammunition, explosives, tobacco,
alcohol, substances that are under national
control, narcotic and psychotropic plants,
substances or products, as well as the
activities excluded by European regulations
for which state aid may not be granted.

Amenities which the first
time entrepreneur’s
microenterprise enjoys

The
first
time
entrepreneur’
microenterprise enjoys the following
amenities:
a) the allocation by A.I.P.P.S.M.E.
of a nonrefundable grant representing
at most 50%, but not more than 10,000
EUR or the equivalent in RON, of the
value of the project corresponding to the
Conditions required in order
business plan, for which he must provide
sources of financing. The nonrefundable
to benefit the program
grants are given within the limits approved
Conditions to be met by the young
for this purpose in the budget of the
entrepreneur:
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Business
The young entrepreneur, recipient of
Environment;
the program (hereinafter the
b) Guarantees given by the
first time entrepreneur) is the
National Fund for Guaranteeing
natural person of age who meets
the Credits for Small and
the following conditions:
Medium Enterprises - SA - I.F.N.
The
program
was
launched
by
the
Agency
a) has full legal capacity to
(N.F.G.C.S.M.E.) for credits
for the Implementation of Projects
act and is aged up to 35 years at
requested by the beneficiaries
the latest the day of application
and Programs for Small and Medium
to achieve their business plans
for the registration of the limited
accepted by A.I.P.P.S.M.E.
Enterprises (A.I.P.P.S.M.E.) of the
liability company in the trade
subject to the conditions laid
register;
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Business
down in the rules and procedures
b) prior to the registration
of the credit institutions and
Environment.
in the trade register of the
N.F.G.C.S.M.E., up to a
company he was not and is
maximum 80 % of the loan
not a shareholder or a member
requested, but no more than
of a company incorporated in
80,000 EUR or the equivalent
the European Economic Area and in this classification of the activities in the in RON;
respect is imperative, when applying for national economy into force in Romania
c) exemption from social security
registration of the company, for the first (CAEN Rev. 2). The following cannot contributions paid by employers, according
time entrepreneur to write and hand over at be included, as the company’s objects to the law, for the income corresponding
the trade register an affidavit, made under of activity, in the 5 groups of activities: to the time worked for no more than 4
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employees, employed indefinitely. For each
employee, the exemption shall not apply to
monthly wages exceeding the gross average
wage in the economy during the previous
year;
d) exemption from registration taxes
for transactions made by the trade registry
for the registration of the small enterprise
and from paying the tax for the publication
in the Official Gazette;
e) counseling, training and support
from the Territorial Office for Small and
Medium Enterprises and Cooperatives
(T.O.S.M.E.C.) of the A.I.P.P.S.M.E. in
whose jurisdiction its registered office is.
As for the nonrefundable grant
referred above at letter a), the funds are
allocated every year, at the disposal of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Business
Environment, for A.I.P.P.S.M.E., by
the state budget law. The procedure for
obtaining this nonrefundable financial
allowance is governed by the implementing
rules of the G.E.O. No. 6/2011 and
requires the registration in the program
through the online application available on
the website www.aippimm.ro.
The online registration is conducted
in continuous session, until the budget
allocated to the program ends. In 2014,
due to the exhaustion of the budget
approved for the program, the application
for the registration in the program became
inactive as of 05.26.2014.

Obligations specific to the
first time entrepreneur’s
microenterprise
In addition to the obligations laid
down by the legislation in force, applicable
to any economic operator, the first time
entrepreneur’s microenterprise has the
following specific duties:
a) to notify in writing on the set up
T.O.S.M.E.C. of the A.I.P.P.S.M.E. in
whose jurisdiction its registered office is
within the 10 working days of registration
in order to be registered;
b) to employ with labor contracts
of indefinite duration and maintain in
activity at least two employees at the time
of obtaining the amenities provided above
at letter a) and / or b) and / or c) until
losing the status of first time entrepreneur’s
microenterprise;
c) to reinvest annually at least 50% of
the profit made in the previous fiscal year;
d) to submit to A.I.P.P.S.M.E. the
quarterly and annually financial statements
with proof of their registration with the
competent authorities, as well as a progress
report every six months.

Losing the status
of first time entrepreneur’s
microenterprise
The status of first time entrepreneur’s
microenterprise is lost, according to the
law:

Photography : © LL&A

a) on December 31 of the year marking
three years from the date of registration;
b) on the date on which any of the
competent authorities finds that the
company no longer meets one of the
conditions of this status;
c) on the date on which the
activity of the first time entrepreneur’s
microenterprise ceases voluntarily or when
insolvency proceedings are initiated;
d) after 45 working days from the due

date of a tax obligation unfulfilled;
e) on the date of the submission of the
quarterly or annual financial statement,
if the turnover for the current year has
reached the equivalent in RON of 500,000
EUR. Upon reaching this threshold, the
microenterprise must notify in writing, no
later than the end of the next month, the
trade registry office in whose jurisdiction
its registered office is.
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Treasures of TransilvaniaDiscover in 3D
Written by Octavian Gagiu
Photography Doru Seliscan

Modern technology is more and more present in people’s lives which
made many individuals forget about the joy that nature can give.
Having these realities as premises, a group of young enthusiasts
nurturing equal passion for both 3D technology and simple nature
initiated a project that deserves to be widely known.
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A small family business
“Doamna T”
Written by Georgiana Babtan

I
Photography : © Doru Seliscan

W

e are talking about a documentary
on caves found in the Apuseni
Mountains filmed using 3D
technology. This project that aims to
promote Transylvania’s hidden beauty took
shape thanks to two friends’ (Mr. Marius
Craciun and Mr. Doru Seliscan) passion for
speleology, which they thought to combine
with modern technology. Gathering the
public attention, it attracted a group of
young Cluj inhabitants of ages 19 to 28
years old.
Mr. Doru Seliscan, project manager,
is a geology engineer and member of
Photographer Artists in Romania, while
Mr. Marius Craciun is the head of 3D
Experience Publishing. The latter honored
us with answers to a few questions regarding
this project:
What inspired you to film a 3D
documentary? What was it that triggered
the idea?
A: The idea was for a long time in my
partner’s head (since he has been studying
the 3D phenomenon for more than twenty
years) and due to the fact that I’ve been in
the field of high-end speleology (also more
than twenty years) at the “Emil Racovita”
Speleology Club I knew that the caves
are the most breathtaking subject for 3D
filming. The passion for cave exploration

we had in common with the young talents
that joined us was the starting point.
What is the final purpose of these
documentaries?
A: The aim is to promote Transylvania
from a touristic point of view, especially
the Apuseni Mountains. 3D movies are
a lot more fascinating than 2D ones, but
there is no 3D film of a cave worldwide as
of yet. We would become the first ones to
create this kind of film. This project offers
youth the opportunity to work with 3D
technology while perfecting their skills in
this area.
To what kind of public does the project
cater to? What kind of audience is the
film destined for?
A: We speak to a general audience,
everyone who enjoy nature and hiking.
We want to start promoting tracking,
escalading (with a specialized guide), and
speleo-tourism. We hope that this film will
be taken over by 3D television stations.
We want to discuss with 3D television
producers as well, in order to distribute this
15 minute short alongside every 3D device
sold.
What has been filmed up to this point and
at what quality level?

A: The Ponorului Borough alongside
another cave in Apuseni and a few outdoor
shots at the fall in Sipote (near Salciua),
Trascau Mountains and Galbenei Valley in
Padis. There were pictures being taken at
the same time that filming was going on.
The quality of the 3D film is 4K because
the places we’ve filmed deserve the best
quality.
What are your future plans?
A: In the future, we plan to continue
starting these kinds of projects, we want
to make a 3D documentary filmed in
4K about Romania as well which is to be
displayed at tourism fairs. The film will be
also a 15 minutes short presenting images
from all over the country: Fagaras, Retezat,
the Danubian Delta, the monasteries
in Moldavia, Piatra Craiului, etc. At
the moment, five to eight young people
participate in shootings. We hope that in
the near future we will be able to acquire
more equipment in order to be able to
produce more material, which is why we
hope that these projects will capture the
interest of large production companies.

n the old center of Cluj-Napoca, in a shaded courtyard
on Napoca Street, number 10, you might find your
place for relaxation, enjoying a brunch or just spending
some quality time with your friends and drinking some of
the fine local wine. This is the place called Doamna T, cafeboutique-delicatesse, a small family business started in 2011
by Sorina along with her mother. They have always loved
old times, and anything related to the beginning of the
XXth century: manners, clothing, cuisine, decorations, and
jewelry, in a simple word “the style”. Sorina is a marketing
specialist that loves art, good taste and has always been
involved in promoting culture, art, and traditions through
different projects and collaborations: various festivals,
NGOs, the Cluj National Opera House. Before, both of
them were supporting local small producers to develop
their activity and to support the Romanian specialities and
traditional products. Blooming from these two passions, in
the beginning of 2011, the idea was quite spontaneous and
in just a few months from the first thought they started the
business.
In a small place designed after the Romanian Little Paris
atmosphere from the mid-30s’ they set up the boutique magasin, with all sorts of Romanian specialities: jams, sauces,
pickles, tea, natural syrup, cookies, and the dinette, a serving

space where you can have light dishes made after old family
recipes offered in the menu.
As time passed, the business developed and new partners
and ideas came along. Monthly, Doamna T organizes
piano concerts, poetry readings and theater shows, old
music karaoke, art exhibitions, old movie projections
“CinemaCafe”, and even workshops with specialists from
various fields: interior design, and savoir-vivre. At Doamna
T, there are also available old souvenirs, magazines, books,
decorations, paintings, fine porcelain and jewelry.
“I am confident that people are still looking for valuable
things that really matter and make our lives happier. This is like
our home and it is a mirror of our souls and of our idea of living
in a relaxed, responsible, and elegant way. Our clients, we like to
call them guests, are very different, from 16 to 88, but they are
all attracted by the turning off of the clock, created at Doamna
T. Here it has been created a tiny little world of the past in just
one house.”
“Doamna T” cafe-boutique-delicatesse
str.Napoca, nr.10
facebook.com/DoamnaT
contact@doamnat.ro
0364.148.647

We thank you greatly and wish for your
overwhelming success.
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Projects

The Excellence Regional
Center for Creative Industries
Written by Georgiana Babtan

I

Cluj International Hub
Written by Mihaela Dobrota

C

lujHUB is more than a joint
Our business model is based on there is also the perspective of working as
working space; ClujHUB defines renting our spaces for freelancers that have part of a tight community of innovative
a community that is open to acknowledged that they can be efficient entrepreneurs and freelancers with resources
entrepreneurs and freelancers that are outside of the conventional working space that may help you with your business.
active in areas such as software
Being a collaborative community
development, the online world,
you constantly benefit from
business consulting, art &
perspectives, specialized advice,
design, fashion, architecture,
and competent opinions that will
The person behind ClujHUB is
copywriting,
marketing,
guide you on strengthening your
Cristian Dascalu, the project’s developer.
advertising,
entertainment,
own enterprise. This networking
personal development, blogging,
environment will surely help you
Together with his team and the
and other lines of businesses
reach success.
communities of Cluj he works at
that require the professionals
The Tech Makers and
developing the concept and the project.
connect, disconnect, and enjoy
Designers Community is a place
a more liberal approach to
where technology and functional
what the working environment
design enthusiasts can meet and
requires.
share ideas and opinions regarding
and are looking for a space that can cater a common calling: Innovation. Focusing
to their professional needs. When we’re on hardware, Tech Makers and Designers
Mini interview
not being a home to Cluj’s freelancers, we is looking to literally outline, the way we
with Cristian Dascalu
organize events and rent our space out to adapt to an ever changing environment.
communities that are passionate about
What does your agenda for the current
What generated the idea for this business innovation and creativity.
year contain? (Past or future events)
and who are its associates and personnel?
ClujHUB is more than a joint working;
The concept of ClujHUB was How do you respond to their needs and
ClujHUB defines a community that is open
brought to life by TEDxCluj. During the what kind of results do you foresee?
The advantages of being a member to entrepreneurs and freelancers that are
conferences and events a need for a space
that would act as a catalyst, generate ideas are numerous. From picking your own active in areas such as software development,
and build a community that would back working space in a 400 square feet house the online world, business consulting, art &
up the movement was noticed. The person centrally positioned in Cluj, to the amazing design, fashion, architecture, copywriting,
behind ClujHUB is Cristian Dascalu, the garden with picnic areas, hammocks, and marketing, advertising, entertainment,
project’s developer. Together with his team good vibes, being a ClujHUB member is personal development, blogging, and
and the communities of Cluj he works at surely the way to go. Having your office other lines of businesses that require the
under a pine tree is now uncommon for professionals connect, disconnect, and
developing the concept and the project.
us. Setting aside the actual space and enjoy a more liberal approach to what the
What is the hub’s target’s profile? What focusing more on the human component , working environment is requires.
kind of activities do they undertake?
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n a city with the cultural variety and creative output
Romanian Architects Order, ARIES Transilvania, the Brushes
potential such as Cluj – Napoca, it is a shame that
Factory, etc., the interest shown for this project was plentiful
there is no formal community to link all the businesses
to say the least. These fine institutions participated closely
and companies in the field and maximize their value and
in meetings both throughout the planning of the project
productivity. However, this shall not be the case for long, as
and after its conclusion in order to maximize its benefits by
the year 2013 oversaw the implementation of the Excellence
making sure it answers all the needs the market has, as they
Regional Center for Creative Industries (ERCCI) project,
are the most knowledgeable regarding these factors.
which aims to bring together the aforementioned businesses
The plan is to strengthen Cluj – Napoca’s image as
while contributing to the development of regional economy
a modern and youthful city by further complying with
and transform the city in a medium for high technology and
the European norms in regard to innovation, creativity,
innovation.
and economic development. As such clusters are the piece
The means to achieve this goal
of resistance in the current
come in the shape of building an
European market, a cluster of
establishment that provides not
small enterprises established
only incubation for business field
by young entrepreneurs is just
The plan is to strengthen Cluj – Napoca’s
operating in the field of creative
what the region needs. The
image as a modern and youthful city by
industry but also support through
project aims to provide them
further complying with the European
various free services and helpaid in the best ways it can, by
desk assistance in order to create
providing services such as IT,
norms in regard to innovation, creativity,
a strong cluster that increases
judicial, finance, investment,
and economic development.
the competitiveness of the city
sales and marketing as well as
in this field. The building will
general management consulting.
host 26 companies, 18 of which
Also, the incubated companies
are small-sized, 6 medium-sized, and 2 major companies.
will be promoted through the Center’s web portal free of
Other than actual offices, the establishment will provide
charge, while the larger ones will be encouraged to promote
creative studios, audio-video production facilities, and other
their services to provide solutions to the incubated ones or
multifunctional spaces such as an outdoor amphitheater, a
suggest partnerships, a process that will create the desired
space open to the public, where various outdoor activities can
cluster effect. Moreover, the Center will provide them with
be organized, and an indoor as well as an outdoor parking lot,
knowledge regarding the latest developments in technology
amounting to a total number of 334 parking spots.
by creating a consultative body maintained through various
This project started to take contour at the end of year
activities involving its members, which will also include
2009, when representatives of the Cluj – Napoca City Hall,
academicians who will answer the questions that business
European Commission, and the North – west Regional
representatives have during networking events.
Development Agency met and emphasized the need to
Although it may not have an obvious connection with one
create a scientific park to support the development and
of the city’s top priorities at the moment, which is illustrating
research activities in the creative industries area. As the city
the image of the city as the European Capital of Youth 2015,
benefits from the existence of numerous institutions that
it does support it amazingly well, as it is a project that focuses
train creative talent such as the University of Architecture
on creative industries, innovation, and creating a scene where
and Design, Babes – Bolyai University, Faculty of Theater
the young talent instructed by prestigious universities in the
and Television, Informatics, etc., Technical University Cluj,
city can be put to good use, it also creates job opportunities
Faculty of Computers, Automatics, as well as plenty that
for said youth while developing regional economy in a way
utilize said talent, namely the National Theater, Hungarian
that also puts the city among the top European cities thanks
Theater, Puppet Theater, various cultural associations, the
to the cluster building strategy it employs.
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“

Gwangju Technopark has promoted
six projects, including venture
incubation and joint R&D and also
spurred on a regional industry
promotion project, a 2nd-stage
Technopark project, and a metropolitan
area development project”,
President of Gwangju
Technopark Yoo, Dong-Guk

Photography © Radu Padurean

Emerson Knows What it Takes
to Be Successful in Cluj

Technology for the Future
Gwangju Techno Park

Written by Alexandra Păcurar

Written by Octavian Gagiu

E

G
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merson, the American company, has been in Cluj for eight
This year in July, Emerson Process Management, an Emerson
years and does not plan on going anywhere. In fact, the business, officially marked the development of their investments
multinational corporation just recently invested over 55 with a new production unit which became functional in June. The
million Euros in a new production platform. This means 700 new building includes a center for the company’s customers who can
jobs. So, what makes the Americans want to stay and develop take part in meetings, trainings, and learn more about the Emerson
further in Cluj?
technologies. Steve Sonnenberg, president of Emerson Process
Emerson is one of the global leaders in manufacturing and Managements, saw this new investment as a way to improve the
technology. It started the project in Cluj in 2006 and even though quality of Emerson’s products, services, and business solutions.
initially the announced investment was about 75 million Euros, in British Petroleum, Shell, and OMV are among the clients of the
the end it reached 120 million Euros. In 2008, the factory in the production units in Cluj.
Tetarom 2 Industrial Park was opened. A research center was also
Right now, the American corporation is seen as one of the most
created as a result of a long(if not the most) important players
term partnership with the
in Cluj’s business sector. This is why
Technical
University
local authorities have done their best
in Cluj-Napoca. At the
to create a special tax program and a
The total amount invested in Romania has
time, Emerson had 200
flexible strategy to meet the company’s
employees in Cluj. Now, it
expansion necessities.
reached $160 million (120 million Euros),
has 2.000 and the number
Emerson Process Management is a
which is close to the amount announced in
keeps rising.
leader in helping businesses automate
The management of
their production, processing, and
2008. Currently, the Emerson campus in
the company explained
distribution in the chemical, oil and
Romania is among the largest ones owned
on some occasions that
gas, refining, pulp and paper, power,
by the company in Europe.
Emerson came to Cluj
water and wastewater treatment,
because of the qualified
mining and metals, food and beverage,
workforce,
the
welllife sciences, and other industries. The
prepared
youth,
the
company combines superior products
infrastructure, and the
and technology with industry-specific
support of the local authorities. However, there are still some engineering, consulting, project management, and maintenance
infrastructure-related issues to be fixed regarding Emerson and services.
Tetarom 2 (one of the four industrial parks in Cluj, administered
The total amount invested in Romania has reached $160 million
by the County Council), such as fixing the access road.
(120 million Euros), which is close to the amount announced in
The workforce, the students, the collaborations with the 2008. Currently, the Emerson campus in Romania is among the
local universities are, according to the manager of Emerson Cluj- largest ones owned by the company in Europe. Last year, the general
Napoca, the reasons for the constant development of the company reports for the corporation showed sales of $24.7 billion. Emerson
in Cluj-Napoca.
also completed its 57th consecutive year of increased dividends.

wangju is a new city put on the map of the Korean –
Romanian cooperation due to our city achieving the
title of Overseas Business Center for Gwangju Techno
Park. Gwangju Metropolitan City is home to Kia Enterprise
and at the same time a city that is said to be eco-friendly, a
city of light and the Korean center of Asian culture.
It is not a coincidence since there technology and
creativity have found common ground for developing
LED illumination technologies, high-precision optics,
lasers, as well as auto vehicles production including electric
components, robotics and, last but not least, environment
technologies.
Gwangju Technopark is the center that supports the
development of businesses in these domains and the creation
of opportunities for the innovating companies.
“Gwangju Technopark has promoted six projects, including
venture incubation and joint R&D and also spurred on a
regional industry promotion project, a 2nd-stage Technopark
project, and a metropolitan area development project. As a result,
its economic results have manifest with business establishmnet,
and increased sales and job creation. In addition, Gwangju
Technopark has greatly contributed to the growth of the optical

electronics industry, information & appliance industries, and the
automobile industry by aggressively supporting the infrastructure,
technology development, and personnel development required for
industrial development.”- President of Gwangju Technopark
Yoo, Dong-Guk.
The six projects are: Automobile Center – development
for automobile industry parts production and for the next
generation of automobiles (including electric parts), Titanium
Center – Titanium special alloy for medical applications
and industry, LED/:D Center – the place where LED and
laser industry is supported, Home Service Robot Center –
construction of a domestic and international – academic –
research – government robot industry cluster, 3D Convergence
Support Center – where tri-dimension finds applications in
medicine, education, modeling and imagining, Technology
Support Group – development through global marketing
promotion and overseas business centers network.
Beginning with 2014, Cluj – Napoca is present on the
GTP cooperation map through Open Bridge Consortium
as Cluj – Napoca’s profile is identical with that of Gwangju,
namely in deep connection with the high technology,
academic, and medical business fields.
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Agro Transilvania Cluster
Power to the Manufacturers
Written by Octavian Gagiu

O

wing to the challenge of the new serious training; we believe that the – Napoca, in an area traditionally fit from a
market conditions and the presence initiative of the Cluj County Council logistics point of view, the Agro Transilvania
of the big players in the agro- will result in a successful project that will Center, it brings small manufacturers the
food segment, Agro-Food Cluster was contribute significantly to the image of benefit of logistic services, warehouses,
established in 2013 to provide support for Cluj County as a model of best practices and a market for intermediaries, being in
the members of the agro-industrial division in the agricultural industry. This is the first permanent contact with its members.
and competitiveness development.
time when we discuss the possibility of
Among its members we can see
This initiative benefited from the introducing local products on the shelves of companies that produce and process fruit,
support of the County Council and other supermarkets. I am convinced that we can vegetables, and crops, fowl and bovine
institutions, some of its members being build together a strategy to ensure a market farms, bread, dairy, meat producers,
renowned universities such
cold meats manufacturers and
as the Technic University and
agricultural collectives. Also,
the Agronomic University.
there are some agricultural
The total amount invested in Romania has
They provide the cluster with
equipment manufacturers and
distinctive support as they put
consulting companies among the
reached $160 million (120 million Euros),
out young specialists both for
members.
which is close to the amount announced in
the companies registered as well
One of its first projects was
as have access to the European
the actual lobbying done for
2008. Currently, the Emerson campus in
funds destined for this segment.
its members in order to put
Romania is among the largest ones owned
The Cluster’s General Manager,
them in contact with the large
by the company in Europe.
Mr. Felix H. Arion, Conf. Dr.,
supermarket chains and introduce
also has a position as a professor
local products in their offer.
in the Agricultural Sciences
“We
hope
that
Agro
and Veterinarian Medicine
Transilvania Cluster becomes a
University in Cluj.
for locally made products while decreasing symbol for quality. In order to reach this
“Recently, as we hear more and imports.
standard, we ought to make sure that the
more about the sustainable development
AGRO-FOOD-IND Napoca Cluster whole chain, from producer to manufacturer
of the Cluj County, we considered it will ensure the development of the areas and storing agent or trader, abides by a
appropriate to bring together at the same represented at today’s discussion and the certain set of well-thought-out rules that
table the representatives of farmers and the heads of each sector will create opportunities we are now putting together. Ultimately, by
representatives of large retail companies for accessing European funds and sustaining being part of our cluster, each producer will
to put in place a sustainable development the members of this association”, Mr. Ioan ensure that their brand is protected as the
strategy.
Oleleu, vice-president of Cluj County Agro Transilvania Cluster approval stamp is
In the context of European projects, Council stated.
a symbol for quality.” – Felix Arion, General
the period 2014-2020 requires extremely
Located in immediate proximity to Cluj Manager (Photography).
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The Francophone Business
Club of Cluj (C.FAC):
A New Actor for Economic Development in Cluj!
Written by Cassandra Virapin

R

omania is a country which does not stop attracting
The C.FAC set its ambition to gather French-speaking
foreign investments and this in spite of the economic
economic actors in Cluj in order to encourage the creation of
crisis. Indeed, in 2013, foreign direct investment
business opportunities and partnerships. This is the place to
increased as it is the case of Cluj, where since 2009 foreign
meet, to exchange ideas and /or skills.
investment continues to rise (in 2012, the turnover of
In 2014, the C.FAC pursues mainly two objectives : on
investments with foreign capital was 3 billion euros).
one hand, to promote the practice of French language in
France is a major investor in Romania, being its 4th
the professional and academic world, thus contributing to a
trading partner. In Cluj, there are 109 French companies and
stronger connection between the two , and on the other hand
the French presence is there indisputably. Why not create
to contribute to the development of business environment
a group which would allow
in the region of Cluj by setting up
French-speaking
companies
activities such as Speed Business
The C.FAC set its ambition to gather
to know each other and make
Meetings, economic missions,
business then? Such was the
conferences, seminars, trainings,
French-speaking economic actors
thinking which led to the
and forums, or by supporting
in Cluj in order to encourage the creation
creation of the Francophone
already existing projects as “Cluj
Business Club of Cluj (C.FAC)
of business opportunities and partnerships. European Youth Capital” (2015)
in 2011 which, as of April
and “Cluj - European Capital of
This is the place to meet, to exchange ideas
2014 has been recognized as
Culture” (2021).
and /or skills.
an association. Mr. Bogdan
In order to accomplish
Herea, CEO and founder of
these goals the Club undertakes
PITECH+PLUS, leads the
collaborations with the French
C.FAC together with the 4 other members of the Board of
Chamber for Commerce and Industry (CCIFER), the French
Directors, the governing body. The members of the C.FAC
economic mission Ubifrance, the Embassy of France, Clujare French-speaking women and men, living in Cluj or
Napoca City Hall, Cluj-Napoca City Council, the French
interested in this region, having a decision-taking position in
Institute of Cluj, universities, and business clubs just to name
a company, a university, or public administration. Among the
a few.
companies members of the Club are: Energom, Tehnomat,
Iquest group, BRD, Steelcase, PITECH+PLUS, SDL, City
To contact C.FAC please refer to Mme. Mihaela Dobroiu,
Plaza, and many others.
in charge of the development of the Club at contact@cfac.ro
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Business review

Business review
Printcard System was
not affected by the crisis,
moreover it registered
significant growth with
each year.
with an important chip contractor from
South Korea, enriching our portfolio with
the names of a few banks thanks to the
quality and price offered.
What countries are your business partners
from?
GA: Other than the contractors from
Great Britain and South Korea we have
strong connections with companies from
Italy, Hungary, France and Spain. In 2014
we managed to establish partnerships with
two important distributors from Hungary
for the Magicard equipment that are now
available and accessible in the country.
The direct Mailing and Data Entry
Department was extended and perfected
this year as well, adding five new employees
to our team.
Beginning with September 2014 we
launched our biggest card project yet:
producing one million cards for Billa
Supermarket Chain.

Gabriel Anghelus

Entrepreneurs of Cluj
Printcard
Written by Octavian Gagiu

W

e continue with showcasing the new
entrepreneurs of Cluj. This time,
we will present the story of a group whose
innovative minds and creativity brought
them success in the less than ideal market
conditions of the last years.
How did Printcard come into being?
Gabriel Anghleus: The passion for
technology and innovation brings the story
of PrintCard back in time for more than 10
years. Looking for a promising business we
discovered card printing equipment which,
at that time, was still under-represented in
Romania.
Which is your spot in the market and what
other companies do you have partnerships
with?
GA: In our quest for performance we
attracted as partners the most important

card manufacturers in the world, attaining
in 2009 the title of Magicard Master
Dealer, offered by the Ultra Electronics
Card Systems Company (Magicard) from
Great Britain. We were one of the only six
companies worldwide that were given that
privilege at that moment
Can you offer a few examples of successful
projects?
GA: Through the project initiated in
2013 by the National Agency for Workforce
Placement
(NAWP),
PRINTCARD
SYSTEMS provided the hardware
infrastructure composed of 200 Magicard
Enduro MAG printers, 1200 card readers,
consumables, and 583.000 secure cards that
offer a professional, easy to use portfolio to
the ones in search of employment and who
own such a card in order to demonstrate
that they belong to a certain professional

segment and have a specific set of abilities
and qualifications but at the same time they
can be reassured that their information are
safely stored (according to European and
national norms). This project benefits from
national coverage and supports the durable
development of the human resources sector
for our country while providing fast access
and considerably reducing the number
of forms and documents that need to be
filled out when getting employment. This
project propelled us as Romania’s main card
printing equipment dealer.
Our
portfolio
brings
together
companies such as: the External Business
Ministry, Bucharest Henri Coanda
Airport, Emerson, Alpha Rocas, Globe
Ground Romania, Bucharest’s Polytechnic
University,
Carrefour
supermarket
chain, etc. Starting this year, we started
manufacturing bank cards in collaboration
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What did it feel like, being a young
entrepreneur starting a business in Cluj
– Napoca?
GA: Even from 2004, when we launched
Printcard, we conceived as a specialized
business built long-term and focused on
B2B. I was 28 years old when I established
this business and the environment in Cluj
was still conservative, therefore it did not
yet have the necessary openness to use
the products and equipment promoted
by Printcard, which is why we focused
on commercialization at a national level.
Printcard System is, even in 2014, the only
player on the market in Cluj County.
If 10 years ago I would’ve been learning
about entrepreneurship and personal
development I would have also learned to
control certain reactions and I would have
progressed even further than I have had.
For me, entrepreneurship is a lifestyle and it
means doing what you like and what makes
sense for you and, most of all, for those
around you.

department focused on B2C. Moreover, we
wish to expand the Magicard distribution
to Moldavia and Bulgaria.
Is Printcard your only business?
GA: No, we have another one, also on
a growing axis, in the medical equipment
field, namely that for treatment and
diagnosis. The company is named Quant
Med and deals with a newer area of
medical equipment such as radionics, bio
conductibility scanning, bio-energetic
scanning, and bio-resonance treatment.
Presently, we address to medics who opt for
non-invasive methods for diagnostic and
treatment and we constantly have more
than 100 customers.
We wish to expand the equipment
variety that we commercialize as there is
plenty demand, which is also why we are
constantly looking for new contractors both
in quantic medicine as well as other medical
domains. We are also planning on opening

a modern diagnostic clinic for integrated
consultations and treatments using
energetic field diagnostic (using the Paul
Schmidt Biorezonance method), interstitial
somatography through diagnostic of the
body on a cellular level, and homeopathy.
In conclusion, what is your opinion on
Romanian – Korean relations?
In my view, IT is one of the fields where
Romania and South Korea can create the
most fruitful collaborations. The fact that
Romania is the only strategic partner
in Europe should instigate Romanian
businesses to establish partnerships with
this country. Following our visit in Korea
we discovered that there are plenty Koreans
interested in our country but they are not
offered enough information.

How did your company manage to surpass
the economic crisis that affected the IT
sector?
GA: Printcard System was not affected
by the crisis, moreover it registered
significant growth with each year.
What are your development plans?
GA: In regard to development aims,
we plan on extending the card production
capacity, enriching the accessories offer,
launching an application for mobile
terminals, and opening a home security
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We Love the way
Transylvania LOOKs on TV
Written by Alexandra Păcurar
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Community

Success Story

The Stewardess Lifestyle

A New Opportunity for
Young Romanian Women
The high demand in the job market as well as young women’s
desire to start a career in this field has created the opportunity
to establish this unique training center in Romania.
With well-established objectives, this project aims to realize
them and make a difference in this field.
Written by Mihaela Cristina Socaci

T

ransylvania is now real competition local stories and talk-shows that have a addresses all the soccer fans and it includes
for Romania’s capital even when it special twist.
interviews and quality comments from
comes to television. LOOK TV is a
important guests in the sports world. The
show is presented by award-winning sports
national TV station based in Cluj and even Transylvania in the news
journalist, Horia Ivanovici. Fotbal Look is
though it was established only two years
An important part for every news another new show, hosted by Romanian
ago, it is expected to develop into one of
bulletin is played by the television’s reporters TV star, Roxana Ciuhulescu. She will be
the country’s main TV channels.
On the 14th of February 2012, Cluj- and, of course, its editorial and technical presenting the soccer competition from
Napoca was celebrating the opening of staff. The reporters spend hours in the field, a different perspective, before and after
the newest television station in the region. sometimes in the most difficult conditions each match from Liga I - the Romanian
LOOK TV has made its first broadcasts to get the complete and correct information professional league for men’s association
after months of preparation and it was the public deserves to know. An important football clubs.
Nicu Bendea is also appreciated for his
announced as one of the most ambitious component in this process is passion, but
media projects in Romania. Why? Because also commitment. A journalist knows that late evening analysis on the matters that
it was a nation-wide television station not he/she will only be satisfied once his/her made headlines during the day. His TVshow, Tonik Show, was granted
based in Bucharest, where the
an award by the National Media
other channels with national
Council in Romania.
coverage were. While most
But LOOK TV is not just about
Even though it started as a channel focusing
were skeptical regarding this
news
and serious matters. Celebrity
project, it turned out people
more on entertainment, from September
is a show about fashion, lifestyle
embraced it. One of the
2013, LOOK TV is also broadcasting
and showbiz. Anne, Anda, Cornel,
reasons why it became popular
and Romana are the four hosts of
was the fact that it had a bit of
several news bulletins a day and gives its
the program meant to entertain
Transylvania’s essence in it. A
audience information collected from all
the people at home and tell them
bit more passion, a bit more
all they need to know about their
over the country filtered in a unique way
patience, and a bit more reason
than all the major television
and completed with savory local stories and favorite celebrities, of course.
channels in the country’s
talk-shows that have a special twist. .
Capital that got caught up
The future LOOKs good
in this whirlpool, fighting
LOOK TV and LOOK PLUS
for publicity and money by
(the “twin” TV station, part of the
using scandalous, sometimes
same media group) have entered in
story is complete: information and images.
outrageous TV-shows and stories.
a
new
phase
of development after changing
LOOK TV came out at a time For this, he/she is willing to sacrifice more their ownership this spring. The two stations
than
anyone
else.
Tragedies
or
celebrations,
when investments in media were almost
started broadcasting all the soccer matches
inexistent and could have been considered all must be regarded objectively and the of Liga I - the Romanian professional league
a bit foolish, but high goals were set in professionals working at LOOK TV know for men’s association football clubs - for
regard to this project which couldn’t be that.
the next five years. This is an opportunity
abandoned. Even though it started as a
which never before existed for a TV station
channel focusing more on entertainment, Those talked about talk-shows outside of Bucharest. Sports and especially
from September 2013, LOOK TV is
The most awaited is Fanatik Show, the quality football represents the foundation
also broadcasting several news bulletins
most
dynamic and complete sports show in for a long-term strategy developed in order
a day and gives its audience information
to put LOOK TV and LOOK PLUS on the
collected from all over the country filtered Romania, based on the analysis of the soccer list of the most important and cherished
matches.
It
is
a
live
debate
which
directly
in a unique way and completed with savory
channels in Romania.
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B

eing a stewardess has always been a job highly
sought after in Romania. Working with people
and the benefits offered by this job placed it
among the first positions in the hierarchy of the most
wanted jobs by young Romanian women.
The constantly increasing demand for flight
attendants leads to the establishment of a free of
charge training institution in Cluj – Napoca, a project
co-funded by the European Monetary Fund through
the 2007 – 2013 Human Resources Development
Sectorial Operational Program entitled “Join Us at the
Board of Career!”
The main objective of this project is to promote
equal treatment in the job market for women.
Furthermore, it aims to realize some specific targets
such as ensuring that 564 women interested in being
a flight attendant are able to develop their aptitude
and qualifications in order to gain equal access to the
opportunity of establishing a career and promote as
well as strengthen equal access to the work market and
increase employment opportunities.
As mentioned before, the group targeted by this
project is composed of 564 women selected from all
over the country and will participate in free training
courses offered by S.C. RSC CONSULTING S.R.L in
order to become certified flight attendants.
Participants will be selected from all eight regions
of the country but the classes will be held in Cluj
– Napoca.
The project aims to materialization of certain
results, namely all 564 selected women obtaining
certification courses and specialization for the flight
attendant role (315 will obtain the certificate through
the qualification program and 193 through the
specialization one), obtaining two authorizations from
the National Certification Authority, an accreditation
obtained by RDC Consulting from the Civil National
Authority, establishment of a network and a website
destined to flight attendants and informing individuals
that manifest interest for this area regarding activities
and employment opportunities.
The high demand in the job market as well as young
women’s desire to start a career in this field has created
the opportunity to establish this unique training center
in Romania. With well-established objectives, this
project aims to realize them and make a difference in
this field.
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September brings the harvest
celebration in Cluj-Napoca
Written by Alexandra Pacurar

Photography Dragos Bogdan

I

t’s been a few years since the local authorities in Cluj
have put together an event dedicated to the farmers in
the county and allowed them to sell their merchandise
directly to the people. Every year, the number of producers
who take part in the Harvest Days rises and so does the
number of customers.
The parking lot in front of the Horia Demian Sports
Hall becomes a huge farmers’ market every year. The offer is
more than generous. Local producers offer fruit, vegetables,
honey, natural juices, oils, wine, jams and pickles, homemade cakes, jewelries made by artisans, natural cosmetic
products and much more. In the afternoon and during
the evening, everyone can watch folkloric concerts and
traditional dances, but also shows for children. Visitors can
taste traditional Romanian food and sweets prepared on the
spot, like the Hungarian specialty Kurtös Kolacs.

Daytime is reserved for shopping and live demonstrations
of must-making, the first step in wine-making and pottery.
Artisans are a big part of the Harvest Days story. Baskets and
other objects made from natural fibers, souvenirs, toys made
of wood and ceramic tools and tableware are also available
for sale at better prices than in the ordinary markets and
shops.
In 2014, almost 200 farmers and artisans took part in the
three-day celebration, from early in the morning until late in
the evening. The City Hall and the County Council together
with the “Made in Cluj” Association all contribute to this
event meant to encourage local farmers and the production of
organic products which are now a very valuable merchandise
on the national, but particularly international markets.
Transylvania and Cluj, in this case, have all the necessary
premises for developing agriculture and for investments in

Photography © Dragos Bogdan

this sector. The “Made in Cluj” Association is also responsible
for several similar events all around the region, from Spring
to Fall. Basically, markets are organized in other cities in
Transylvania so that producers and farmers from Cluj can
sell their crops and other products. In several occasions, the
association, which is actually an initiative of the County
Council, managed to get the traditional products made in
Cluj to fairs and events outside the border, in Poland or the
United Kingdom.
During the winter, the association plans the Christmas
fair in the center of Cluj-Napoca, where some of the farmers
and artisans sell their products. Initially, the “Made in Cluj”
association was created in 2010 to promote products like

58Transilvania OutlooK

the Clujana shoes, the Apahida radishes, the Nasal cheese,
the Rasca potatoes and the red onion from Turda, but it
gradually developed and attracted more and more farmers
who wanted to sell the products in other counties as well
as in other countries. Artisans and keepers of traditions of
Cluj were also keen on becoming part of this community and
sharing their art, stories and knowledge with the world.
Currently, the fairs and markets organized by the
association in the city of Cluj-Napoca are successful and
encouraging for local authorities to continue in supporting
local producers and brands. By creating such environments,
we not only do others a favor by offering the quality products,
we do ourselves a favor by strengthening our identity.
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Jazz in the Park:
A Friendly Festival
with Smart Music
Written by Raluca Crisan

During the three-day festival, thousands
of people enjoyed the music and the
atmosphere in the park, so the organizers
have already started planning the next
year’s edition.

O

ver 23,000 people took part in
the second edition of Jazz in the
Park, the first festival in Romania
to bring good music in the Central Park
of the city. The event was organized by the
Fapte Association during the first weekend of July in the city of Cluj-Napoca,
covering ten concerts, an outdoor fair
with over a hundred exhibitors, different
activities for all ages, and generally
providing a good time in the park.
The man behind the festival is
Alin Vaida (24 years old), who started
organizing events in high school. “I have
always been fascinated by festivals, by
the capacity of a team, whether large or
small, to act upon a good idea and to
be able to attracts tens of thousands of
people”, says Alin.
Two years ago, while searching for
new event locations, the young event
manager of Fapte association noticed
that the parks had great yet unexploited
potential - especially The Central Park,
recently modernized by the municipality
with funds from the European Union.
He associated the idea of good music
with a nice time spent in the park and
so the “Jazz in the Park” concept was
born. An online research showed him
the concept had been in use for some
30 years in USA and Australia and that
it had led to a great development of the
local communities there.
Last year, in June 2013, the first
edition of Jazz in the Park took place.
Thousands of people came in The Central
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Park to enjoy artists such as Otros Aires,
Waldeck, Byron, Maria Răducanu, Big
Dimm A’Band, Cobzality, Gabriela Costa
and Alex Man, Alex Mușat&White Blues
and Anne&band, as well as the special
guest Răzvan Suma (cello), Bogdan Vaida
(piano), and Magda Puskas (folk music).
Encouraged by the great reviews
received after the first edition, project
manager Alin Vaida and the team at
Fapte association continued the project
and tried to expand it. This year, several
activities were prepared throughout the
park, so that people would spend the
entire day here - boardgames, hammocks,
bicycles, special concerts in the chill out
area, face-painting and games for the
children, and a food-court.
The artists performing on the main
stage included experienced and wellknown musicians such as Teodora
Enache, Lars Danielsson, and Moonloght
Breakfast, as well as young and promising
bands - Youvenis, Jazzybirds, Jazzybit. Luz
Azul came from Serbia to play some jazzy
bossa nova, while Les Elephants Bizarres
and Loungerie II showed that good music
comes on different rhythms. A highlight
of the festival was the exceptional concert
held by French artist Melanie Pain in
the Hungarian Opera House (the only
indoor concert of the festival).
During the three-day festival,
thousands of people enjoyed the music
and the atmosphere in the park, so the
organizers have already started planning
the next year’s edition.
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Open Bridge

Cooperation. The key for future

T

here are a lot of things that happened this year both in
social and political sectors, such as the Sewol-ho Ferry
disaster and local elections. Especially, the Sewol-ho
ferry tragedy has brought a big impact not only inside Korea
but abroad as well.
It caused a lot of difficulties in organizing many important
international events, fairs and official meetings. In spite of
those difficulties and chaos and thanks to the support of
Romanian local partner institutions and Korean institutions,
Open Bridge Consortium has managed to accomplish its
purposes and targets in many domains.
In spite of those troublesome socio-political conditions,
OBC would like to thank Suwon City Hall for dispatching
a Taekwondo instructor and remarkable chefs to ClujNapoca, sister city of Suwon, to promote and celebrate the
Korean Culture Day in the context of Cluj Days Festival.
Those civil delegates have brought on a new era of opening
cultural collaboration between the cities and nations in regard
to gastronomical and sports exchanges. This reflects that
the scale of the collaborations has been widely opened not
only administratively but also culturally and from a sports
perspective.
As a result of those activities, Cluj-Napoca City Hall and
the Cluj Gendarmerie, the main institute for public order
and security, have jointly formed an official delegation that
is scheduled to take part in Suwon city’s 51st edition of the
Suwon Hwasung Cultural Festival and celebrate the event
while assessing the opportunities for bi-lateral exchanges in
many fields such as strengthening the sister cities’ friendship,
gastronomical bench marking, and sports exchanges.
In addition, the Romanian traditional folk dance
ensemble “Martisorul” is also participating for the second year
consecutively in the Festival, promoting continuous cultural
exchanges as a civilian organization.
We hope that this visit opens a new era of various exchanges
and collaborations between the cities and their citizens.
In the economic sectors, OBC is well on its path to
accomplish its own object: being a bridge for the sake of
Romanian – Korean business partnership and establishment
of business-oriented atmosphere for both Romanian and
Korean companies through consulting activities, finding
suitable partners, assisting business match makings, and
promote investment opportunities as a member of Glolink,
the Overseas business center of Gwang-Ju Techno Park and,
last but not least, a business-cultural association.
In the field of Agriculture especially, OBC succeeded
in establishing a partnership between Romanian and
Korean SMEs through greenhouses. This involves not only
international transactions but also transferring building
technology, design technology, and preferable plant farming.
Furthermore, it aims to have a joint greenhouse manufacturing
system locally in order to strengthen product, price, and
marketing competitiveness.

Moreover, the experimental co-cultivation of sweet
potatoes in Romania is a very good example of bi-lateral
collaboration between a local institute and a Korean
company. Both of them are very joyful to find proper climate
conditions for cultivation and results. Even though it still has
to take many steps forward to complete not only cultivation
technology but also market approaching, the project displays
sound cooperation and a way to a win-win partnership. At
the moment, both partner entities are concentrating on the
variety registration with the relative authority in order to
have legal procedure and rights for spreading the new variety
nationwide and in the European Union. In addition, there
are other collaborations and communication progressing
between bilateral institutions for the sake of exchanging more
agricultural varieties and farming technology.
Those results come from consecutive visits and discussions
on the matter, from seedling to harvesting through efforts such
as transferring cultivation technology, sound implementation
of said technology, bilateral passion and willingness from the
related institutes and companies.
As mentioned before, there are still a lot of obstacles and
difficulties to surpass in order to attain success in enrooting
sweet potato farming, but we are looking forward to
reaching those results through bilateral understanding and
communication.
As the year passes, for the sake of the cultural and
economic exchanges between Romania and Korea gradually
taken into Open Bridge’s banner, we want to convey through
this publication our thankfulness towards those silently
supporting Romania-related organizations, namely the Cluj –
Napoca City Hall and Local Council, Cluj County Council,
Tetarom Industrial Park, Agricultural and Forestry Science
Institute, Dabuleni Research Institute and each affiliated
research laboratory and Korea’s related organizations such as
the Small Medium Business corporation, Suwon City Hall,
Suwon Center for International Cooperation, Gwang Ju
Tehcno Park, etc.
Finally, I want to express once again my gratitude towards
the members of Open Bridge Consortium, its partners, as well
as the Transivania OutlooK team.
Through cooperation, we will become an open bridge that
can achieve common benefit.

Thank you!
Park Lae Weon
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www.clujbusiness.ro
Cluj-Napoca, Romania

Innovation and opportunity

Cluj-Napoca

the Heart of Transylvania

Benefit from the remarkable potential
of the largest city in Transylvania!
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